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NebraskaSportsCouncil.com 


The Nebraska Sports Council conducts 
nearly 75 sporting events every year and has 
helped raise over $10,000 for other Nebraska 
charities. NSC has also provided the expertise to 
help over 21,000 Nebraskans lose over 
57,000 pounds and log more than 8 million 


miles in the past three years. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Narrow 
Escape 


Huskers limp into Big 12 play 
after slipping past Ball State 


TEXAS TECH and Okla- 
homa State got a head 
start on the rest of the Big 
12 Conference by meeting 
in the league opener at 
Stillwater. Tech passed for 
646 yards and finished 
with 718 yards of total 
offense, but the Red 
Raiders lost 49-45 to OSU, 
which finished with a mere 610 yards. 
Meanwhile, Nebraska was completing 
its nonconference schedule by playing 
host to Ball State, a Mid-American 
Conference school from 
Muncie, Ind., which fin- 
ished 5-7 a year ago and 
was picked to finish fourth 
in the MAC West Division, 
behind Western Michigan, 
Central Michigan and 
Toledo. The Cardinals 
came in 2-1, including a 
14-13 loss to Miami (Ohio). 
That same Miami team 
lost 42-0 at Colorado, the 
same day Ball State was all 
but beating Nebraska. 
After the Huskers took 
a 41-40 lead with 3:13 
remaining in a surprisingly back-and- 
forth scoring battle, the Cardinals went 
on yet another drive behind impressive 
sophomore quarterback Nate Davis. The 
final minute included a Ball State receiv- 
er dropping an almost sure touchdown 
pass, a great recovery by NU linebacker 
Steve Octavien to deflect away another 
pass and a 55-yard field goal attempt that 
was long enough but missed wide left. 
Nebraska quarterback Sam Keller 
took a knee, the final 12 seconds ran off, 
and the Huskers avoided the huge upset, 
after allowing 610 yards, the third-high- 
est total by an opponent at Memorial 
Stadium. The Cardinals put together con- 
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On The Cover 

Nebraska’s Corey McKeon (13, lower 
left) and Ndamukong Suh (93, lower 
right) watch as Ball State’s last-second 
field goal attempt sails wide left, pre- 
serving NU’s improbable 41-40 victory. 
Cover photo by Scott Bruhn. 


secutive drives of 80, 80 and 96 yards in 
building a 37-28 lead with 12:50 remain- 
ing, amid a chorus of boos rarely heard 
in Lincoln. 

But just two plays after it appeared a 
fumble by Keller may have sealed NU’s 
fate, linebacker Bo Ruud intercepted a 
Davis pass and returned it 34 yards to 
cut the margin to 37-35. Ball State added 
a field goal to make it 40-35, before 
Keller led the Huskers on a classic, 82- 
yard drive that produced the go-ahead 
score on an 11-yard pass from Keller to 
Maurice Purify. 

The problems stopping 
the decided underdog 
overshadowed the per- 
formance of the NU 
offense and Keller, who 
threw for a school-record 
438 yards and had two 
other touchdown passes, a 
73-yard bomb to tight end 
Sean Hill and an 18-yarder 
to Nate Swift, who made 
an acrobatic catch in the 
end zone. 

Swift, a junior wide 
receiver, is the subject of 
our feature story in this 
edition of Huskers Illustrated. Junior 
defensive tackle Kevin Dixon answers 
"10 Questions.” Senior captain Tracy 
Stalls is the subject of this week’s look at 
the top-ranked Nebraska volleyball 
team, and sophomore Ryan Anderson is 
featured in our basketball update. 

Of course, there’s much, much more 
on the titanic struggle against Ball State, 
a game expected to give the Huskers a 
chance to regroup after the 49-31 loss to 
No. 1-ranked USC and get ready for the 
Big 12 opener against Iowa State. The 
Cyclones have had difficulties of their 
own. One week after appearing to right 
their ship in a 15-13 victory over arch- 
rival Iowa, ISU blew an 11-point lead in 
the final 5:25, losing to Toledo 36-35 to 
fall to 1-3. In their other three games, the 
Cyclones scored a total of 42 points. 

The conference opener should give 
the Husker defense a chance to get its act 
together. NU certainly doesn’t need 
another Ball State. ll 
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Junior wide receiver Nate Swift “gets tired like the 
rest of us, but he keeps chugging away,” according to 
high school and Husker teammate Lydon Murtha. 
“That's how he was in high school, and that’s how he is 
now.” By Mike Babcock 


The lowa State review/Missouri preview edition will be mailed on 
Oct. 1. Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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Srate OF THe HUSKERS 


“Times Have 
Changed’ 


Ex-Husker says USC reminded him 
of his championship teams 


A DOZEN YEARS have passed since Phil Ellis 
took part in one of the most successful runs in 
Nebraska football history. 

During Ellis’ four seasons as a letterman 
from 1992-95, the Cornhuskers posted a 45-4 
record and won two national titles. The line- 
backer from Grand Island didn’t experience a 
loss in his final two seasons, as Nebraska was 
DOUGLASS a combined 25-0 while claiming back-to-back 

titles in 1994 and 1995. 

As Ellis observes modern-day college football from afar, 
he’s frequently reminded of just how much the sport has 
changed since he and his teammates ruled the roost. Nebraska 
is definitely different, with coach Bill Callahan bringing a pro- 
style system to Lincoln. 

“Times have changed, coaches have changed,” Ellis said. 
“Even college football as a whole has changed since I played, 
and everyone has got to understand that. 

“| think we've been spoiled as Nebraskans, but 
we're just going through some of the same things 
other great programs have gone through. Florida 
State has been down. Notre Dame and Michigan 
have struggled — it happens. 

“Who knows? Maybe in five years we'll be win- 
ning like we used to again.” 

One of the chief differences Ellis sees between 
now and the era when Tom Osborne coached at 
Nebraska is the whole recruiting process. 

“When I was getting recruited, I wasn’t looking 
for a college that would showcase my talents or 
because the dorm rooms were great or whatnot,” 
Ellis said. “I was going to Nebraska because of the 
tradition and Coach Osborne. I could’ve cared less 
about the NFL. 

“Nebraska offered me a scholarship after summer camp 
after my junior year of high school, and I accepted right away. 
I didn’t take a trip anywhere. USC was actually the first college 
to recruit me, and I didn’t even talk to them. I was like, ‘No 
thanks.’ “ 

Ellis meant no offense to the Trojans. It was just that he had 
always known that if he was fortunate enough to play college 
football, Lincoln was the place he wanted to be. 

“It was just an honor to play for Nebraska for me,” Ellis 
said. “If I had to just sit on the sidelines or just play on special 
teams, then so be it. I was going to be a Nebraska Cornhusker.” 

With that in mind, Ellis said he almost viewed each game he 
played at Nebraska as a privilege. 

“You wanted to give it your all for Coach Osborne and for 
your friends and your teammates and your state,” Ellis said. “I 
guess no one had to motivate me. Just playing for Nebraska 
was enough. When there are 80,000 people in the stands, you 
don’t need anything else.” 

Practices were also different, where quarterbacks now wear 
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Phil Ellis was a four- 
year letterman from 
1992-95. 


green jerseys, making them off-limits to contact. 

“We went full pads pretty much three days a week, and we 
had 15-play scrimmages with No. 1s against No. 1s every 
week, no matter what,” Ellis said. “We went full-tilt — Tommie 
Frazier, Brook Berringer, Anman Green — it didn’t matter who 
they were, they were going down. There were no green jerseys 
or anything like that. You were getting hit and hit hard. 

“T will take it to my grave believing that that’s why we were 
good. We would kill each other in practice, and when we were 
done killing each other, we were ready to kill somebody else. 
When you practice every day, ones against ones, you're going 
to get better.” 

As much as times have changed, Ellis saw something that 
looked very familiar to him on Sept. 15 when top-ranked 
Southern California visited Memorial Stadium and handed 
Nebraska a 49-31 loss. He said the Trojans appeared to possess 
a similar aura to the one the Huskers possessed when they 
dominated nearly every opponent they faced. 

“USC kind of reminded me of us, back in the 
day,” Ellis said. “We'd march in, do our thing and 
go home. That's what it takes to be a great team — 
just take care of your business and be on your way. 

“You never want to see your alma mater get a 
beating like that, but it happens. You can’t build 
Rome ina day, and I think we’re on the right track.” 

While Nebraska is working to increase its talent 
level, Ellis said there’s more to assembling a good 
team that assembling a bunch of five-star recruits 
and turning them loose on the field. One of the 
biggest things the Huskers had going for them dur- 
ing their remarkable run was good old-fashioned 
team chemistry, he said. 

“You've just got to get a group of guys together 
that are all on the same page and have a common 
goal, and then it’s pretty easy after that,” Ellis said. “I’m not 
saying I was great friends with everybody on that team, but I 
respected everybody, and I think that was one of our recipes 
for success.” 

While Ellis said he’ll always have a strong bond with his 
former teammates, he admits that it’s difficult to still feel very 
connected to the football program now. The passage of time, 
coupled with changes to the coaching staff, have all combined 
to create some distance between Nebraska’s past and present. 

“It is different,” Ellis said. “Right or wrong, I think Coach 
Callahan maybe wants to start his own tradition, and that’s 
fine. 

“I’m not one to go down to the stadium and say, ‘Look at 
me’ and be that kind of guy. It’s not that I’m not proud to be a 
Husker — I have been all of my life — but I don’t see a lot of 
red carpets being laid out for us, either.” 

Indeed, times have changed at Nebraska. 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
(Neb.) Independent. He can be reached at terry.douglass@msn.com. 
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From THe Beat 


Dramatic 
Victory 


Last-second win over arch-rival lowa 
couldn‘t have come at a better time for Cyclones 


SURE, THE REACTION to Northern Iowa’s 


utter shock. 

At least in Ames, Iowa. 

But unlike the previous Saturday, when 
Appalachian State went to “The Big House” 
and knocked off Michigan, it was hardly news 
that the Cyclones had lost to an opponent 
from the NCAA Championship Subdivision 
(formerly known as Division I-AA). 

They did make ESPN SportsCenter — on the bottom-of-the- 
screen score ticker. And really, that’s the publicity that contest 
was worthy of receiving. ISU had, after all, begun the season 
by losing at home to Kent State. 

In the immediate aftermath of the loss to Northern Iowa, 
first-year coach Gene Chizik stated the obvious and pointed 
to a number of loose ends his team needed to tie up. 

“The talk in the locker room was not an easy 
one,” Chizik said. 

Oh, but his players must have been all ears. 

One week later, on the same field, the Cyclones 
did do something newsworthy and stunned 18- 
point favorite lowa 15-13. 

Was it just another one of those unpredictable 
“rivalry” results? Or had the light really started to 
flicker for Chizik’s bunch? 

“They are a better ball club than most people 
give them credit for,” lowa quarterback Jake 
Christensen offered. 

Added Hawkeyes coach Kirk Ferentz, “The big 
deal is that they have improved an awful lot in 
three-weeks’ time. 

Before anybody gets carried away, let’s realize 
that one win won't do much to sway the folks who 
picked Iowa State to be a bottom feeder in the Big 12 North 
Division. Improvement aside, in league games the Cyclones 
probably will be the underdog each time they take the field. 

And now, coaches who are getting ready to prepare their 
team to face ISU can bring out tape of the lowa game to get 
players’ attentions. 

They'll note how Iowa State still has some key players 
from the 2004 and 2005 teams that both were a field goal 
away from playing in the Big 12 championship. 

Wide receiver Todd Blythe has been All-Big 12. 

Bret Meyer is the most-experienced quarterback in the 
league — and it showed in his last battle against the 
Hawkeyes. 

Meyer didn’t get his unit into the end zone, but he shook 
off two sub-par performances by completing 21 of 29 passes 
for 157 yards and no interceptions, and avoided taking a sack. 

His biggest completion went to a player who could be his 
successor, former Omaha North standout Phillip Bates. 

Bates had seen a few snaps behind center in ISU’s opener, 
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24-13 win at Iowa State on Sept. 8 was one of 


Gene Chizik was the 
defensive coordinator 
at Texas in 2005-2006. 


but late against Iowa, with the Cyclones facing a second- 
and-13 play from their 46-yard line, he was brought in as a 
receiver split wide on the left side. 

Knowing that he’d be isolated against a slower line- 
backer, Meyer told the rookie to be ready to make a play. 

“When it was thrown up, I thought it was over my head,” 
Bates said of the pass that he had to break his stride and 
come back to get. “I just saw it get closer and closer, and I 
just went up and got it.” 

The result was a 38-yard gain, and after two running 
plays, Chizik called on Bret Culbertson to boot a chip shot 
field goal for the win. 

Culbertson — the most accurate kicker in Iowa State his- 
tory, but known best for missing attempts against Missouri 
in 2004 and Kansas State in 2005 that would have sent those 
teams to the league title game — would hit his school record- 
tying fifth three-pointer of the game with one second left. 

“You never give up on a teammate. They 
might struggle but they have to keep focus,” 
Bates said. 

Added Chizik, “Couldn’t have happened to a 
better kid.” 

Nor come at a better time for his success- 
starved club. 

“We showed a lot of resilience,” Meyer said. 
“We didn’t listen to the negative stuff.” 

ISU’s first win of the season (its first produced 
without scoring a touchdown since 1948) marked 
only the second time in the modern era that it 
had won a game with less than two seconds to 
play. 

“A lot of people in the locker room are still cry- 
ing,” receiver R.J. Sumrall noted well after the 
final second had ticked off the clock. “We needed 
this, just to get it rolling.” 

Chizik’s first triumph as a head coach will go down as 
one of the most dramatic in Iowa State history, not only for 
how it ended, but also for what had transpired in the first 
two contests. 

“We worked hard all week, and everyone worked on 
their one-on-one battles, and that’s how we won,” Bates 
said. 

Sumrall agreed, but also had no trouble pointing to the 
fine print. 

“First game, we had a lot of mistakes and three turnovers. 
Second game, we had four turnovers and it’s hard to bounce 
back from that,” he said. “This week, we were just focused 
on staying physical and winning battles. 

“It meant a lot to us. We needed a win.” 

A headline-grabbing one, at that. 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter for the Lincoln Journal Star. 
In addition to reporting on football, he is the primary beat writer for 
baseball. Curt can be reached at cmckeever@journalstar.com 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 7 


He ‘Puts The Pads On 
_, And Goes To Work’ 


By Mike Bascock @ Pxotos: Scott BRUHN 


Stee his has probably been forgotten. But it’s remark- 
able, really. 

Nate Swift didn’t catch a pass in the first three 
and a half games of his redshirted freshman sea- 
son. His first collegiate reception came on the 
first series of the third quarter of the fourth game 

against Iowa State at Memorial Stadium in 2005. The play 
gained 14 yards. 

His second career reception came on the next 
play, and gained 13 yards. 

Swift’s catches were sandwiched by 
a Cory Ross carry for a minus-2 
yards and a sack of quarterback 
Zac Taylor for a 12-yard loss, 
effectively negating his 
efforts. On second-and-22 
from the Nebraska 30- 
yard line, however, 
Taylor tossed a_ short 
pass to Ross, who ran 70 
yards for a touchdown. 

At the end of regula- 
tion, in Nebraska's 27-20 
victory in two overtimes, 
Swift had five catches for 
81 yards. But Ross had 
eight catches for 131 yards 
and two touchdowns. And 
even those numbers took a 
backseat to Taylor’s school sin- 
gle-game record of 431 passing 
yards, on 36-of-55 completions. 

A month later, Swift caught nine passes 
in back-to-back games at Missouri and against 
Oklahoma. Such a two-game reception total hadn’t been 
accomplished since 1967. But Swift’s school-record-tying 
effort took a backseat to the fact that the Cornhuskers lost 
both games. 

Also in those two games, he caught three touchdown 
passes, the first of his career. He would catch four more by 
season’s end to tie sophomore Terrence Nunn for the team 
lead. 

Swift led the team in receiving yards, with 641, and 
catches, with 45. Only one player in school history has 
caught more passes during a season — Johnny Rodgers, 
who did it twice. 

Taking a backseat to Nebraska’s first Heisman Trophy 
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“EATURING 


NATE: 
SWIFT 


winner isn’t a bad thing. But Swift wouldn’t complain 
anyway. “He’s just like a businessman, really great work 
ethic, puts the pads on, I mean, and goes to work,” said 
offensive tackle Lydon Murtha. I’ve never seen the kid 
dogging it. He gets tired like the rest of us, but he keeps 
chugging away. That’s how he was in high school, and 
that’s how he is now. 

“It didn’t change. He’s a quiet kid. He’s not obnoxious. 
He’s always encouraging.” 

Murtha and Swift grew up together in Hutchinson, 
Minn., a community of 14,000 about 60 miles straight west 

of Minneapolis — “Minnesota’s Hometown” its 
Website proclaims. 

Swift is proud of his hometown, 
where high school football is bigger 
than high school hockey, he said. 
“Everybody comes to the (foot- 
ball) games. Friday nights, 

everybody’s just jacked. I’ve 
always said Lincoln’s a 
really big ‘Hutch.’ It’s a 
small town where every- 
body knows everybody 
else.” 

Everybody knows 
Murtha and Swift, as 
well as Tony Mortensen, a 

junior quarterback at 
Minnesota. The three made 

the varsity football team as 
sophomores and contributed 
to three successful seasons. 
Hutch reached the Class 4A semi- 
finals when they were juniors and 
the finals when they were seniors. 

Both of those seasons they got to 

play in Minneapolis, at the Metrodome, home to 
the NFL’s Minnesota Vikings and baseball’s Minnesota 
Twins. Swift is a “huge” fan of both. 

Hutchinson High regularly produces college football 
players, according to Swift, but not many of them get 
scholarships from Division I-A schools. So three in one 
year were a big deal. 

Outside of Hutchinson, anyway, Swift, and Mortensen 
too, took a bit of an attention-backseat to Murtha, the 
Minnesota Gatorade Player of the Year for 2003 and the 
nation’s No. 1 offensive tackle prospect, according to then- 
ESPN recruiting analyst Tom Lemming. 

Murtha, who committed to Minnesota and then 
changed his mind, was a prominent member of coach Bill 
ILLUSTRATED 9 


Callahan’s first recruiting class. And 
he might have played as a true fresh- 
man if not for injury problems. Swift, 
on the other hand, came to Nebraska 
expecting to redshirt. 

“You always have in the back of 
your mind you want to play, but I 
pretty much wanted to redshirt, get 
that one year under my belt where | 
could get to know everybody, get to 
know the coaches better, make myself 
bigger,” said Swift, who weighed 
about 175 pounds when he reported. 

By the end of his redshirt season, 
spent lining up on the scout team 
against cornerbacks Fabian 
Washington and Lornell McPherson, 
he had put on 20 pounds of muscle. 

Swift was the first to commit in 
Nebraska’s 2004 recruiting class, 
announcing his intention to sign a let- 
ter of intent before his senior season 
in high school. He made the decision 
after he and Mortensen attended a 
Big Red Summer Camp in June. 
Frank Solich, of course, was the 
coach. 

The camp was memorable for its 
seven-on-seven competition. Most of 
the teams included players who 
knew each other. He and Mortensen, 
however, were “stuck” on a team 
with players from the same high 
school (he doesn’t remember from 
where) “who were all like 4-foot- 
something, and they all had shaved 
heads,” said Swift. “We were like, 
‘What in the hell is going on here?’ 

“1 don’t know how it happened. It 
was pretty crazy. But we had a lot of 
fun with those guys. I wish I could 
remember where they were from. It 
was a good time.” 

Not only that, he was impressed 
enough with Nebraska that a couple 
of days after returning to Hutchinson, 
he called to tell Solich he wanted to 
play for the Cornhuskers. 

“They had a good thing going on,” 
he said. “I just wanted to be part of 
it.” 

While Solich was coaching his 
final season at Nebraska, Swift was 
rushing for 2,500 yards and 29 touch- 
downs behind a line anchored by 
Murtha. He was the Associated Press 
state high school player-of-the-year 
and the Minneapolis Star-Tribune 
“Metro Player of the Year,” as a run- 
ning back. 

He played safety on defense and 
prior to his senior season, he also 


played wide receiver on offense, in 
addition to returning kicks. He 
enjoyed running back, “loved” it, 
always had, since first playing two- 
hand touch football when he was in 
the third grade, or so he remembers. 

“It was a great time, getting the 
ball almost every play. But I knew in 
college, receiver was the place for me. 
I knew I wouldn’t be able to play run- 
ning back,” he said. 

“I think receiver was definitely the 
right choice.” 

One or two schools were interested 
in him as a running back, but “I was 
honest with them. I told them, ‘I’m 
going to play receiver somewhere,’ ” 
Swift said. 

In addition to Nebraska, he nar- 
rowed the list to Minnesota and 
Pittsburgh, which he _ tentatively 
planned to visit. He had played 
against Larry Fitzgerald, the 
Panthers’ All-America wide receiver 


Junior wide receiver Nate Swift had four catches for 56 yards against top-ranked USC. 


from Minneapolis (now with the 
Arizona Cardinals), and Fitzgerald 
was going to be his host. 

He never made the visit, however. 
There was no reason for it. He had 
picked Nebraska for what he consid- 
ered the right reasons and he was 
sticking by his decision, even if an 
expense-paid trip to Pittsburgh, with 
Fitzgerald as host, sounded appeal- 
ing. “I’m a guy of my word,” said 
Swift. 

After Nebraska’s coaching change, 
however, “I didn’t know what to 
expect,” he said. “I knew I still want- 
ed to come here. I commit, I’m going 
to stay with it. It wasn’t easy. 

“You get to know a coach and talk 
to him. You get a special bond with 
that guy. When it changes, you lose 
that and you've got to try to build it 
all over, all the trust with another 
guy.” 

Any question about whether the 


new staff still wanted him was 
answered soon after Callahan was 
hired. Swift got a call to let him know 
the scholarship offer still held. 

Just to be certain, he and several 
other recruits were brought in for a 
visit, during which they were taken to 
the locker room, where jerseys with 
their names on the back were hang- 
ing. They pulled on the jerseys, made 
a mock Tunnel Walk into the stadium, 
where their names were announced 
over the public address system and 
they were met by cheerleaders and 
the pep band, as well as by Callahan. 

Despite the winter cold — he 
remembers wearing a sweatshirt 
underneath the jersey with his name 
across the back — “it was a good 
time,” said Swift. “It was the coolest 
thing we did.” 

NCAA rules now prohibit such 
activities during an athlete’s recruit- 
ment. 

There was a time, before high 
school, when Swift might have imag- 
ined being recruited to play basket- 
ball rather than football. From ele- 
mentary school through middle 
school, basketball was his sports pas- 
sion. And, like so many youngsters, 
he developed his skills on the drive- 
way at home. 

Kids from the neighborhood — 
Mortensen lived “a block and a half 
away” — would gather, even in the 
winter, to shoot hoops, go one-on-one 
and play various pick-up games. 

When snow fell, it would be 
scooped or swept off the cement, 
sometimes down to ice, and they 
would play, wearing gloves or not 
wearing gloves; it didn’t matter, as 
long as they played. 

His middle-school teams were suc- 
cessful, occasionally traveling to tour- 
naments in Minneapolis or St. Cloud 
and getting to stay overnight, Swift 
said. “That's another thing.” 

Success enhanced the fun, just as it 
had when he played touch football. 

Swift made the varsity basketball 
team as a sophomore, as well, and 


played three seasons. He also ran 
track as a freshman and sophomore, 
before turning his athletic attention to 
baseball in the spring. He played out- 
field and pitched. But by then, he was 
most serious about football. 

He and Murtha arrived in June to 
begin preparing for their freshman 
year at Nebraska. He lived with 
Trevor Neemann, a member of the 
previous year’s scholarship recruiting 
class from Lincoln. 

Neemann “took care of us, 
said. “He's a great guy.” 

As it turned out, the coaching 
change proved to be a benefit for him. 
Callahan’s West Coast offense 
required wide receivers, lots of them. 
So it was “more like a blessing in dis- 
guise,” said Swift. 

“When Callahan got hired, obvi- 


” Swift 


ously, that was the best thing for a 
receiver.” 

During his redshirt season, Swift 
lifted and ate as then-team nutrition- 
ist James Harris recommended. He 
got stronger, without losing speed. In 
fact, he might have gained a step. 

He played well in the spring of his 
freshman year and was ready to con- 
tribute his second season, except for a 
shoulder injury suffered a couple of 
weeks into training camp. Because of 
that he wore a brace during the first 
three games of the season, and played 
sparingly, maybe a dozen snaps total. 

He might have caught a pass in the 
Pittsburgh game, when the strong 
safety covering the play suffered a 
broken foot. But the catch was not to 
be, and Swift had to wait until the 
next game. He discarded the shoulder 
brace before the lowa State game and 
responded with a_ breakthrough 
effort. 

Swift had “come out of nowhere,” 
Callahan said prior to the start of 
spring practice in 2006. 

That wasn’t exactly true. There 
were always signs. You just had to 
look for them. 
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uring the drive from Wichita to Garden City, Kevin 
Dixon had second thoughts about leaving central 
Florida for western Kansas. His Nextel cell phone 
wasn’t working. 

So one of the first things he asked his coach at Garden City 
Community College was whether Nextel had coverage there. 
The coach said it didn’t. “I thought, ‘Oh, man,’ ” Dixon said. 

He laughs as he recounts the problem, solved by switching 
to T-Mobile. 

He also laughs about his time in Garden City. “I did two 
years and got used to it,” he said. 

Yes, he used the word “did,” as if he had served a sentence 
there. 

Nebraska is much better than Kansas, he said. “But don’t 
tell ‘em I said that.” 

Originally, Dixon planned to attend Hutchinson (Kan.) 
Community College. But just before heading there, coaches 
from Garden City visited him in Sebring, Fla., and persuaded 
him to go farther west. The coaches were friends of coaches at 
Troy, where he could have gone had he qualified. 

The journey to Nebraska was delayed further by his hav- 
ing to take an on-line math class, after finishing at Garden 
City. While Garden City teammate Shukree Barfield practiced 
with the Cornhuskers in the spring, Dixon focused on math. 
“That was real, real tough,” he said. 

Barfield “kind of talked to me on a regular basis, let me 
know what kind of running they were doing, what shape I 
needed to be in when I got here,” said Dixon, who arrived 
just before training camp. 

“I tried to do as much as I could without having somebody 
in my ear, getting on me.” 


“Let me tell you this first; I’m from Sebring, Fla. They got it 
all messed up. That's where I live now, but I went to high school 
in Sebring. Right after I graduated high school, my mom 
moved. Sebring is a very nice place to grow up. High school 
football is pretty good there. It’s just a nice place for kids to 
grow up, graduate high school and go on to bigger and better 
places. It’s in central Florida. There’s not much to do, very, very 
small town . . . the mall or bowling or something like that. I 
used to bow] a lot back in the day.” 


“1 loved ‘300.’ There are a lot of great points in the movie, the 
action, just the adversity that the one group goes through. They 
don’t get out of there. I’ve seen it once. I rented it.” 


“Well, we get grilled chicken every day. It’s pretty good. Oh 
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yeh, and turkey burgers. I put on some barbeque and Ranch 
(dressing). I’m a big Ranch fan. I put that on everything.” 


“We've got a lot of funny cats on the team. I’d have to say 
Lydon Murtha. His impressions are hilarious. He can imper- 
sonate anybody.” 


“I like big trucks, so I'd probably get a Tahoe, get it fixed up 
real nice. I like red. I’d get it red, with black inside.” 


“None. I’m not a big heights fan. I don’t get on roller-coast- 
ers or nothing. I go to Disney World with my girlfriend, no 
rollercoaster for me. I just walk around and eat, watch every- 
body else ride.” 


“Eva, no question. ‘Desperate Housewives,’ I watch that. 
Eva, hands down.” 


“I would say at first it was just learning the defense. | need- 
ed to get acclimated to the defense. I think I pretty much pulled 
it off. Now I’m just working on being active all the time because 
I’m still getting acclimated to the way we run here, making sure 
I’m active all the time because I’m a big, excitable guy. I love to 
get off the ball. I just have to get acclimated to how we do it 
here. That's probably the biggest thing, always running . . . run- 
ning, running, running. That makes a difference, running to the 
ball.” 


“I’m going to get ‘300’ on there, the movie. I’m going to have 
the big iPod. I would say my favorite rapper, Lil’ Wayne, get 
him on my iPod, all his mixed tapes, and uh. . . probably more 
Lil’ Wayne. A lot of action movies, and comedy movies also. 
‘Knocked Up.’ You ever see that? It’s so, so, so funny. I'll get 
that on there, too.” 


“Oh, ESPN, anything on ESPN, check out the NFL, ‘College 
GameDay,’ when we have an early game. ESPN, all day, what- 
ever’s on there. I like Corso, Lee. He’s from Florida.” 


(Johnny Rodgers’ career-receiving records, once seemingly unbreakable, are 
likely to fall in the not-too-distant future, under an assault facilitated by coach 
Bill Callahan's West Coast offense. This season, Huskers Illustrated takes a 
look at the all-time best receivers, as senior Terrence Nunn continues to climb 
on the all-time receptions list, topped by Rodgers.) 


TIM SMITH (1977-79) No. 84 G-2,192 Chula Vista, Calif. 


Smith was versatile. In addition to leading the Cornhuskers in pass recep- 
tions as a sophomore and senior, he was the punter for three seasons — he 
never had a punt blocked and averaged 40 yards per punt for his career. He 
also earned first-team academic all-conference recognition for three seasons, 
and was chosen as a co-captain his senior season. He was quietly efficient. 
Then-receivers coach Gene Huey once described him as “less flamboyant 
than most of the Cornhusker receivers” but “as persistent as the erosion pro- 
duced by an incoming ocean tide.” His highest reception total was as a sen- 
ior, 30 for 477 yards and one touchdown. To put that in context, only two other 
receivers had more than seven catches for the season, wingback Kenny Brown 
(10-134) and tight end Junior Miller (21-409). Receivers blocked or they didn’t 
play. Nebraska recruited Smith, a prep All-American, from St. Augustine High 
School, along with quarterback Mike Kennedy. Smith had 4.5 speed in the 40- 
yard dash and a 31-inch vertical jump. He set the Cornhusker record for split 
ends with a 264-pound power clean. He finished his career with 72 catches for 
1,089 yards and three touchdowns. Bowl games weren't included in official 
statistics at the time. @ 


TOP 10 SINGLE-GAME 
PASSING YARDAGE 
(Sam Keller's 389 passing yards against USC 
rank fourth on all-time at Nebraska) 


1. Zac Taylor at lowa State, 2005 


(36-55) 431 yards 

2. Zac Taylor Kansas, 2006 
(15-33) 395 

3. Zac Taylor at Colorado, 2005 
(27-43) 392 

4. Sam Keller USC, 2007 
(36-54) 389 

5. Joe Dailey Baylor, 2004 
(13-20) 342 

6. Joe Dailey Colorado, 2004 
(29-55) 306 

7. Dave Humm_ Wisconsin, 1973 
(25-36) 297 

8. Dave Humm _ at Missouri, 1973 
(20-29) 292 

9. Frank Patrick Oklahoma, 1967 
(22-40) 290 

10. Jerry Tagge at Kansas, 1971 

(20-28) 285 


TOP 10 FROM IOWA 
(Although this season's roster doesn’t 
include an lowan, Nebraska has recruited 
well in lowa over the years. Here are 10 for- 
mer Cornhuskers from lowa. In order to 
make the list, players had to have earned 
first-team all-conference recognition.) 


1. Trev Alberts (Cedar Falls) 
OLB 1990-91-92-93 
2. LaVerne Allers (Davenport) 
G 1964-65-66 
3. Bill Lewis (Sioux City) C 1983-84-85 
4. Roger Craig (Davenport) 
IB 1980-81-82 
5. Jamie Williams (Davenport) 
TE 1979-80-81-82 
6. Todd Millikan (Shenandoah) 
TE 1985-86-87-88 
7. Scott Raridon (Mason City) 
OT 1981-82-83 
8. Dan Hadenfeldt (Des Moines) 
P 1998-99-00 
9. Paul Rogers (Rock Rapids) 
PK 1968-69-70 
10. Tom Punt (Sioux City) OL1988-89-90 


10 MORE OF NOTE FROM IOWA 
(The list of lowans is much longer, but here 
are 10 more names you might recognize.) 


1. Kyle Vanden Bosch (Larchwood) 
RE 1997-98-99-00 
2. Steve McWhirter (Fairfield) 
LB 1979-80-81-82 
3. Van Brownson (Shenandoah) 
QB 1969-70-71 
4. Jamie Burrow (Ames) 
LB 1998-99-00-01 
5. Al Larson (Sioux City) 
DB 1967-68-69 
. Todd Frain (Traynor) TE 1983-84-85 
. Mike Grace (Sioux City) E 1964-65 
. Pat Clare (Sioux City) HB 1960-61 
. Curtis Craig (Davenport) 
WB 1975-76-77 
10. Mike Stuntz (Council Bluffs) 
QB 2001-02-05 
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RECRUITING 


Top of the Line 


Offensive line 
recruits look 
forward to 
being Huskers 


By Rick Shaw 


n football, the key to having a 
successful offense is to have 
difference-makers in the 
trenches. A team must be 
solid, if not spectacular, on the 
offense line in order to compete for 
conference and national titles. 
Nebraska has put a lot of effort 
into fortifying its talent level up front 
over the past couple of years. The 


LS utes 
Baker Steinkuhler Bryce Givens 


2008 recruiting class, as it stands on 
paper, figures to help NU continue to 
gain ground in that area. Four offen- 
sive linemen have already committed, 
and Nebraska looks to gain the 
pledge of, at least, one more prospect 
before the February signing date. 
Currently, NU boasts Rivals.com’s 
No. 2-ranked offensive line recruiting 
class. Ranked behind only USC, the 


Huskers already have commitments 
from one five-star, two four-star and 
one three-star offensive lineman. 

The headliner, thus far, in the 
offensive line class is homegrown 
standout Baker Steinkuhler of Lincoln 
Southwest High School. Rivals ranks 
the 6-foot-6, 290-pound offensive 
tackle as the nation’s No. 21 player 
(five stars) and fifth best offensive 
tackle prospect. With a bench press 
max of more than 300 pounds and a 
40-yard dash time of 4.8 seconds, 
Steinkuhler already has the physical 
attributes to be a major college stand- 
out. 

The son of former Nebraska 
Outland Trophy and Lombardi 
Award winner Dean Steinkuhler, 
Baker was the first prospect to join 
NU’s 2008 recruiting class. He deliv- 
ered his pledge in September, 2006. 


NEBRASKA Commitments For 2008 


Pos. 
LB 
LB 

OB 
OL 
RB 
DE 
OL 


Player 

Will Compton 
Sean Fisher 
Blaine Gabbert 
Bryce Givens 
Jonas Gray 
Eric Harper 
Ricky Henry 


Tyson Hetzer 
Adrian Hilburn 
Dan Hoch 

Keelan Johnson 
John Levorson 
Cameron Meredith 
Shaun Mohler 
Collins Okafor 
Darius Parish 
Kyler Reed 

Doug Rippy 
Baker Steinkuhler 
David Whitmore 
Josh Williams 
D.J. Woods 


For more daily r 


14 SEPT. 29, 2007 


Wt. 
214 
210 
226 
257 
213 
220 
300 


Hometown (School) 

Bonne Terre, Mo. (North County) 
Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

Ballwin, Mo. (Parkway West) 

Denver, Colo. (J.K. Mullen) 

Detroit, Mich. (Country Day) 

Marrero La. (John Ehret) 

Omaha, Neb. (Burke/North Dakota State 


College of Science) 


265 
190 
295 
195 
185 
222 
225 
210 
325 
204 
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Glendora, Calif. (Citrus CC) 

San Francisco, Calif. (City College of SF) 
Harlan, lowa 

Mesa, Ariz. 

Crete, Neb. 

Santa Ana, Calif. (Mater Dei) 

Costa Mesa, Calif. (Orange Coast CC) 
Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

Wichita, Kan. 

Overland Park, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
Columbus, Ohio (McKinley) 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

Port Arthur, Texas (Memorial) 

Denton, Texas (Ryan) 


Strongsville, Ohio 
.com, a member of the Rivals.com network. 


Though he has the pedigree and 
potential to play at any school in the 
country, Steinkuhler has never 
wavered in his commitment. He 
recently attended Nebraska’s show- 
down against USC and, though the 
Huskers lost the game, he confirmed 
that nothing is going to sway him 
from spending his college years in 
Lincoln. 

“The game was great,” Steinkuhler 
said. “The atmosphere was good and 
the crowd was loud. The team showed 
some good things in the beginning. 
They just need to work on some stuff. 

“There were a lot of recruits down 
there. and I spoke to a few, and we all 
still feel really good about Nebraska. 
There is no doubt in my mind that is 
where I want to be.” 

Bryce Givens out of Mullen High 
School in Denver is another highly 
touted offensive line prospect com- 
mitted to the Huskers. Rated the 
nation’s No. 69 prospect overall and 
No. 10 offensive tackle (four stars) by 
Rivals.com, Givens committed in 
April over scholarship offers from 
Texas, Michigan, Florida, UCLA, 
Louisville and a host of others. 

The blue-chipper out of Colorado 
possesses a unique blend of strength 
(355-pound bench press max), speed 
(5.1-second 40) and athleticism (28- 
inch vertical leap). He was named the 
Most Valuable Offensive Line 
prospect at the NIKE Combine in 
Boulder back in June. 

Like Steinkuhler, Givens said other 
schools have done their best to try and 
change his mind. However, he said he 
is still intent on spending his college 
years in Lincoln. 

“T talk to some of the other 
Nebraska commits fairly regularly,” 
Givens said, “and we’re just real excit- 
ed. We’re anxious to finish up high 
school, get to Lincoln, and get it all 
started. With the line, the quarterback, 
the running back Jonas (Gray), and 
everyone. I’m just real pumped.” 

The No. 1-rated player in Iowa, 
Dan Hoch, is also looking forward to 
his playing days at Nebraska. The 6-6, 
302-pound offensive line prospect out 
of Harlan has been a commit since 
December and doesn’t intend to 
change his mind. 

Hoch also was in attendance at 
Nebraska’s game against USC and 
said the experience, though bitter- 
sweet, made him even more excited to 


RECRUITING NOTES 
Outcome Doesn't 


Deter NU Visitors 


By Sean Stevens 


ept. 15-16 was arguably the biggest recruiting weekend of the Bill 

Callahan era. The Huskers officially hosted seven players, but 

including the prospects on unofficial visits the group lining the 

northeast sideline during pregame warm-ups was the largest in 
recent memory. 

Among the visitors were 11 2008 Husker commitments, four 2009 
prospects, and one 2010 prospect. 

Nebraska was playing host to top-ranked USC, and the loudest crowd of 
the millennium was roaring in Memorial Stadium. 

It was an unbelievable setting for the future of Nebraska football . . . and 
then it all came crashing down in a 49-31 defeat to the Trojans. 

The loss did not seem to have any type of negative impact on the recruits, 
however. 

NU linebacker commitment Will Compton (6-foot-2, 214 pounds) of Bonne 
Terre, Mo., said he was excited about his trip. 

“That was the loudest that I’ve ever heard a stadium,” Compton said. “It 
was unbelievable. They lost, which sucked, but it was all unbelievable. Yes, 
I'm definitely still excited to be a Husker. I’m not changing my mind at all.” 

Athlete Kyler Reed (6-3, 204) of St. Thomas Aquinas High School in 
Overland Park, Kan., came away impressed on his unofficial visit and decid- 
ed to commit the following Tuesday. He said the outcome of the game had no 
impact on his decision, 

“T thought the game could have been different if a few things would have 
gone different early in the game,” Reed said. “I’m not worried that they lost. 
That doesn’t bother me. They’ve always been the team I’ve rooted for, which 
gave them the edge. I wanted to see it all for myself first though. That was the 
first time I’d ever been there for a game.” 

Defensive end commitment Josh Williams (6-4, 220) of Denton, Tex., also 
said he was unaffected by the outcome. 

“Yeah I’m 110 percent (committed),” said Williams. “I’m not going any- 
where. It can’t be turned down. Everybody just seems so sincere, and it’s just 
a great program.” 

Finally, athlete John Levorson (6-4, 185) of Crete, Neb., said that his commit- 
ment is more solid than ever. 

“When I committed, to now, if anything it’s probably more solid than it was 
earlier,” Levorson said. “It’s from just going to the games and knowing that 
I'm going to have the opportunity to play on the team, in this environment, in 
Memorial Stadium, makes the commitment that much more solid.” 

@ A surprise unofficial visitor was Parkston, S.D., defensive end Riley Reiff 
(6-6, 235). Reiff committed to Iowa in April, but after his trip to Lincoln has 
decided to reopen his recruiting. 

“] pulled the trigger too soon,” he said. “I was feeling a lot of pressure in 
April with all the phone calls and text messages and mail I was receiving, and 
I made a decision before I was ready. 

“The only two teams I’m looking at are lowa and Nebraska. I was really 
impressed with what I saw on Saturday. Going to Lincoln for a real game ver- 
sus the spring game made a big impression on me.” 

Reiff will take his time before making a final decision among his top two 
schools. i 
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join the Huskers. 

“I thought the atmosphere was 
great,” Hoch said. “It’s what I expect- 
ed it to be there with a national game 
like that. 

“I’m as solid as ever with my com- 
mitment to Nebraska. Just seeing the 
atmosphere and knowing that every 
time I step on the field will be some- 
thing spectacular, it makes me want to 
get down there even more. Against 
USC, the coaches never gave up. 
Those are the kind of men that I want 
to play for.” 

Rated the nation’s No. 18 offensive 
guard (four stars) by Rivals.com, 
Hoch chose Nebraska over early 
scholarship offers from Kansas State 
and Iowa State. 

The fourth offensive lineman cur- 
rently committed to Nebraska is 
Ricky Henry out of the North Dakota 
State College of Science in Wahpeton. 
Henry was part of Nebraska’s 2006 
signing class after earning first-team 
all-state honors at Omaha Burke. 
However, the 6-4, 300-pound center 
prospect failed to meet minimum aca- 
demic entrance requirements and was 
forced to first enroll in junior college. 

Though not as highly touted as his 
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Dan Hoch 


Ricky Henry 


fellow classmates, North Dakota State 
College of Science offensive coordina- 
tor Mike Shafer said Henry could be a 
standout in the Big 12. 

“He’s a great run blocker,” Shafer 
said. “He has very good feet, and he 
always puts guys on their back. His 
pass protection has come along, and 
most importantly, he’s a leader on the 
field for us. Every play he’s always 
the guy down the field. When he takes 
one guy down, he moves right down 
to the next.” 

Henry chose the Huskers over 
scholarship offers from Colorado and 
Houston. He is ranked as a three-star 
prospect. 

The Huskers hope to round out 
their 2008 offensive line class with the 
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commitment of offensive guard 
Trevor Robinson of Elkhorn, Neb. 
Once pledged to Nebraska, the 6-6, 
304-pound standout reopened his 
recruitment in July, stating that he 
would consider scholarship offers 
from Michigan and Notre Dame, as 
well as the Huskers. 

Robinson, rated the nation’s No. 84 
prospect overall and No. 2 offensive 
guard (four stars), attended both of 
Nebraska's first two home games. He 
said he hopes to announce a final 
decision soon. 

“My visit to Nebraska for their 
game against USC went really well,” 
Robinson said. “The atmosphere is 
always good on game days, but you 
could tell it was a bigger game. 

“Right now, I really don’t know as 
far as a timetable on a decision. 
Obviously, I’d like to get it done and 
get it out of the way. Right now, I 
don’t know where that will be.” 

Depending on how the class 
rounds out, the Huskers could, con- 
ceivably, end up with the nation’s top 
rated offensive line recruiting class. i 
For more daily recruiting informa- 


tion, visit huskersillustrate m, a 
member of ivals.com network 
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by Scott Bruhn) 


Interception return 
brings Huskers 
back to life 


he situation was dire. Nebraska was trailing 

Ball State 37-28. And though 10 minutes 

remained, the Cornhusker defense had just 

returned to the field — sudden change — 

after the ball was knocked from quarterback 

Sam Keller’s grasp on a first-and-10 at the 
Ball State 27-yard line. 

Cardinals wide receiver Dante Love lost 3 yards on first 
down, fumbling but recovering. The emotion at Memorial 
Stadium, which had included some booing of the defense, 
spiked on the play. 

On second down from his own 23-yard line, Ball State 
quarterback Nate Davis, who frustrated the Nebraska 
defense for most of what would have been a pleasant after- 
noon, dropped back to pass. 

The 6-2, 214-pound sophomore would finish with 26-of- 
43 completions for 422 yards and 
three touchdowns. Time and again, 
given sufficient protection and uti- 
lizing play-action to freeze the 
defense, he tossed passes down the 
field with laser-like precision. This 
wasn’t one of those times. 

Davis looked to a check-down back and lofted what 
Cornhusker linebacker Bo Ruud described as a “floater.” 
Ruud made a leap, pulled down the ball, bobbled it before 
securing it and took off to the south end zone. He just 
crossed the goal line at the west edge as Davis hit him. 

“That, as far as I’m concerned, was the play that allowed 
us to win the game,” Keller said. “That was a game-win- 
ning play, a game-changing play. They could have easily 
gone on and kicked a field goal and separated the game. It 
was just a beautiful, beautiful play. 

“Everybody was so excited, and we fed off it, a great 
play.” 

The scenario Keller described was justified, in a sense. 
Ball State responded to Ruud’s return, with a seven-play, 
65-yard drive to a field goal that increased the lead to 40-35 
with 6:58 remaining. 

But also, as Keller claimed, Nebraska seemed to feed off 
the emotion, driving 82 yards on nine plays for what 
proved to be a game-winning touchdown — ona Keller-to- 
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NU linebacker Bo Ruud heads toward the end zone after intercept- 
ing a Nate Davis pass in the fourth quarter. Ball State center Dan 
Gerberry (52) gives chase. 


Maurice Purify pass. 

“Really, what the offense did in terms of every time we 
were down, they were answering. That’s what, to me, won 
the game because we struggled with some of their deep 
throws,” said Ruud. “For the offense to pick us up there, 
keep on scoring, answering, keeping us in the game, that 
gave us a chance to win. So I’d say it was more of the 
offense answering four or five consecutive times.” 

Still, if the defense hadn’t stepped up at the end, 
Nebraska would have been dealing with an embarrassment 
on the order of Michigan’s loss against Appalachian State. 

With the clock winding down, agonizingly slow for 
Nebraska fans, Davis directed Ball State to the Cornhusker 
38-yard line with 17 seconds remaining. After a 5-yard gain 


on first down, the Cardinals came up empty on two plays, 
leaving fourth-and-5 and a 55-yard field goal attempt for 
the upset. 

Nebraska coach Bill Callahan took two timeouts to 
freeze redshirted freshman place-kicker Jake Hogue, whose 
kick was high enough and long enough but well to the left. 

One knee by Keller sealed the victory, 41-40. 

The two plays before the field goal attempt were passes. 
The second was intended for 6-6, 233-pound tight end 
Darius Hill down the middle. At the last second, linebacker 
Steve Octavien looked back, saw the ball and lunged, 
deflecting it. Octavien’s play was “huge,” Callahan said. 

The first of those passes was intended for Love, who 
caught 10 passes for 214 yards and the touchdown that 
gave Ball State a 31-28 lead near the end of the third quar- 
ter. 

Love probably could have had another touchdown or 


RUSHING OFFENSE 

The Cornhuskers still couldn't average 4 yards 
per carry. But Marlon Lucky rushed for 102 yards, a 
total bolstered by a 28-yard for the game’s first 
touchdown. With Cody Glenn sidelined by injury, 
freshmen Quentin Castille and Roy Helu Jr. spelled 
Lucky, who carried 21 times. The 100-yard rushing 
total was the fourth of his career. 


PASSING OFFENSE 

Quarterback Sam Keller broke the school single- 
game passing record, completing 29-of-37 for 438 
yards and three touchdowns, with one intercep- 
tion. “| thought Sam did a heck of a job with the ‘O’ 
today,” said coach Bill Callahan. Zac Taylor held the 
previous record, 431 yards in double-overtime 
against lowa State in 2005. Keller was sacked three 
times. 


RUSHING DEFENSE 

Ball State was productive in the running game, 
averaging 5.2 yards per carry. Quarterback Nate 
Davis frustrated the Blackshirts with his athleticism 
and ability to avoid the rush. However, “they could- 
n't run on first and second down, really, except for 
maybe one play, | think,” linebacker Bo Ruud said. 
“But other than that, it was broken plays and deep 
balls.” 


PASSING DEFENSE 

Give them this: the Cornhuskers defended the 
pass late in the game, with Ruud’s momentum- 
changing interception and Steve Octavien’s third- 
down break-up on Ball State’s final possession. 
Still, the Cardinals’ 610 total yards were the fourth- 
most ever against Nebraska, and the majority of 
those yards came through the air. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Dan Titchener averaged 42.8 yards on four punts 
and Adi Kunalic sent four of his seven kickoffs into 
the end zone for touchbacks. So Ball State’s begin- 
ning field position wasn’t always the best. At worst, 
the Cornhuskers held their own in the kicking 
game, though had Jake Hogue managed better 
direction on his final field attempt, the balance 

would have been in Ball State’s favor. 


The loneliest number, except when it 
represents margin of victory, even 
against a team from the Mid-American Conference. 
“It's a step forward because it’s a win, and these 
wins are hard to come back in this day and age,” 
coach Bill Callahan said. “| think we see that across 
the country. You always want things to go a little bit 
better, and it didn’t. You’ve got to be able to deal 
with that.” 
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WITHIN RANGE 

Ball State’s Jake Hogue, a redshirted freshman walk-on, made field 
goals from 45 and 22 yards before missing the 55-yarder with 12 seconds 
remaining. He was 7-for-11 for the season before the miss. Hogue kicked 
a 65-yard field goal in practice the previous Thursday, from the same hash 
mark, according to Ball State coach Brady Hoke. “He's got the leg 
strength,” Hoke said, noting that the center snap “was a little high,” and 
the holder “did a great job of getting it down. We had plenty of opportu- 
nities before that to make the game more in our favor, in my opinion, than 
that one kick.” 

Hoke said had no second thoughts about attempting the field goal 
instead of trying to pick up a first down on fourth-and-5. “| thought he was 
going to make it; | can just tell you that,” said Hoke. “| felt really good 
about him and his confidence level. Hindsight is 20/20. If we go for it on 
fourth down and don’t make it, then we never gave ourselves a shot. We 
thought we (had) the ball where we needed it as far as the distance; we 
had the wind behind us, and he’s got a good leg.” 


LUCKY CATCHES 

Cornhusker I-back Marlon Lucky was the game's leading receiver with 
11 catches for 81 yards. The 11 catches broke the school single-game 
record for a running back. Cory Ross and Jeff Kinney shared the previous 
record with nine catches, Ross against Colorado in 2005, Kinney against 
Kansas in 1969. Most of Lucky’s catches were on “check-downs,” quarter- 
back Sam Keller said. “They were closing routes. So that’s the part of the 
West Coast offense that’s really valuable, to have a back like that.” Such a 
back “finds your eyes. My eyes are here, he'll find me and I'll drop it down 
to him if they’ve got us covered.” 

Lucky finished with 183 all-purpose yards. “Marlon had a great day, as 
usual,” Keller said. 

Lucky's receptions were second-most in a game by any Cornhusker, 
behind only Dennis Richnafsky’s 14 catches against Kansas State in 1967. 
Lucky leads Nebraska with 24 catches for the season. 


CORNHUSKER COMEBACKS 

Nebraska overcame a nine-point deficit in the fourth quarter to win, 
tying the fourth-largest comeback in school history and the largest at 
Memorial Stadium since 1966, when the Cornhuskers rallied from a 19-7 
deficit to defeat Colorado 21-19. Another of the five-largest comebacks in 
school history has come under Callahan (10 points), in the Alamo Bowl 
game against Michigan following the 2005 season. Nebraska last won at 
home after trailing in the fourth quarter in 1998 against Colorado. 

“I've been saying that, and... | don’t know; it falls on deaf ears, and | 
understand that,” said Callahan. “But | just think our ability to stay in the 
game, stay focused, concentrated and keep coming back and keep apply- 
ing pressure to their defense, | thought was outstanding. There are a lot 
of great things you can always take away from an experience, from a com- 
petition like this. We're going to take the positives and build on them and 
take the weaknesses and work hard to correct them.” 


BRIEFLY 

@ Nebraska‘s 552 total yards were the fourth-highest single-game total 
during Callahan's tenure. 

@ Senior wide receiver Terrence Nunn caught three passes for 25 
yards. He has caught at least one pass in 31 consecutive game, seven shy 
of Johnny Rodgers’ school record. Nunn increased his career-receptions 
total to 116, 27 shy of Rodgers’s school record. 

@ The Cornhuskers allowed 40 or more points for a second consecutive 
game, the first time that's happened since 1990, when they gave up 45 
points both at Oklahoma and against Georgia Tech in the Citrus Bowl 
game. 

@ Sophomore Jacob Hickman started at offensive left guard in place of 
junior Andy Christensen, who was lost for the season to a knee injury, suf- 
fered in the USC game. The start was the second of Hickman’s career. He 
started against Missouri last season. 

@ Senior cornerback Cortney Grixby joined Bo Ruud and Brett Byford 
as captains for the game. Zack Bowman, the other captain, didn’t suit up 
because of injury. Bowman didn’t wear his Blackshirt to practice during 
the week because of the poor performance against USC. @ 
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two had he held 
onto passes he rea- 
sonably should 
have caught. This 
was one such pass 
because he had a 
step on the defend- 
er. 

He didn’t hold 
it, however. “You 
know, you need 
good fortune in life 
in anything you do. 
I think that goes 
without — saying,” 
Callahan said. “You 
need a little bit of 
good luck here and 
there, and I just 
think that any time 
it’s on your side, 
you're not going to 
not want to have it. 
The ball bounces a 
lot of different 
ways, and it just 
bounced one more 
time our way. So 
we're humble 
about that.” 


“S 


Nebraska wide receiver Nate Swift makes an acrobatic catct 


NU linebacker Steve Octavien (15' 
pass intended for Darius Hill (88) « 
final drive. 


| breaks up a 
yn Ball State’s 


I-back Marlon Lucky breaks 16a for a 28-yard ‘ichdoee run 
on Nebraska's opening drive. 


OFFENSE 

Sam Keller broke the school record for passing 
yards in a game. Marlon Lucky broke the school 
record for pass receptions by a running back. And 
Maurice Purify had a personal-best in receiving 
yards. But senior tight end Sean 
Hill, a walk-on from Lisle, Ill., also 
made a significant contribution to 
the passing game, catching a 73- 
yard touchdown pass to give the 
Cornhuskers a 21-17 lead with 6:39 
remaining in the third quarter and 
6 then teaming with Keller on a 32- 
= yard pass play on the game-win- 
Sean Hill ning touchdown drive. His touch- 
down pass came on play-action. “| just came wide- 
open,” said Hill. “My corner or whoever was play- 
ing just bit on the run... which is pretty much the 

point of the play.” 


DEFENSE 

In addition to the interception and touchdown 
return, the second of his career (he also had one 
agaist Maine in 2005), senior linebacker Bo Ruud 
was credited with six tackles. “I’ve 
been kind of out of the action the 
last two games,” he said. “Teams 
have been . . . whatever they're 
doing it’s been away from me. I've 
been getting kind of anxious to 
make some plays. So it was nice to 
be able to get a chance and make 
the most of it.” At halftime, coach 
Bo Ruud Bill Callahan told a sideline 
reporter that the Cornhuskers “needed a spark. | 
felt we needed something defensively to give us 
something to get us going,” he said. Ruud did 
that. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Punter Dan Titchener was reli- 
able, as usual, averaging 42.8 
yards on his four punts. And 
though the field goal block team 
didn’t block Jake Hogue’s 55-yard 
attempt with 12 seconds remain- 
ing, well .. . maybe the two time- 
outs Callahan called helped to 
freeze him. 


Li 


Dan Titchener 


Cornerback Zack Bowman and I-back Cody 
Glenn were held out of the game with injuries. 
Offensive guard Andy Christensen was lost for the 
season to a knee injury, suffered in the USC game. 
There were assorted bumps and bruises. Defensive 
end Barry Turner had to be tended to and helped 
off the field, but returned. “|! just fell down for a 
moment, just tripped up a little bit,” he said. 
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GAME STATS 
| Scenme 


Sept. 22, 2007 
Memorial Stadium Lincoln, Neb. 
Attendance 84,294 


1 2 3 4 F 

Ball State 0 10 21 9 40 

Nebraska 7 7 14 13 41 
First Quarter 

BSU NU 


NU Lucky 28-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 10:17 0 7 
Drive: 9 plays 63 yds 4:43 


Second Quarter 
BSU Hill Pass from Davis 20-yards 
(Hogue Kick) 09:46 7 7 
Drive: 10 plays 80 yds 2:58 


BSU Hogue 45-yard Field Goal 04:41 10 7 
Drive: 13 plays 48 yds 3:40 


NU Castille 1-yard Run 
{Henery Kick) 00:26 10 14 
Drive: 9 plays 73 yds 4:10 


Third Quarter 
BSU Davis 14-yard Run 
(Hogue Kick) 11:31 7 14 
Drive: 3 plays 39 yds 0:59 


NU_ Hill Pass from Keller 73-yards 


(Henery Kick) 06:39 7 21 NBIVIDUA 


Drive: 3 plays 81 yds 1:22 


Helu 4 13 0 13: 332. O 9 
BSU ae Ra pos i ‘4 BALL STATE TEAM 1 0 2 2 20 0 0 
ogue Kic : 
Drive: 5 plays 80 yds 1:44 RUSHING Total 36 137 23 114 3.2 2 28 
: No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg PASSING 
NU Swift Pass from Keller 18-yards pent " ‘ i 2 oe ’ a Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 
(Henery Kick) 02:09 7, ae 6 6 ot “Son o “3 Keller 37 «2978401 438373 
Drive: 7 plays 71 yds 2:40 Laude 1 2 6 © Bo 8 sz Total 37 29 784 1 438 3 73 
BSU Love Pass from Davis 58-yards Love =k ade dg ‘nn Me 3 “a RECEIVING 
(Hogue Kick) 00:54 31 28 % No Yds TD Lg 
Drive: 4 plays 80 yds 1:15 PASSING Hill 3 129 1 73 
Att Comp % j&Imt Yds TD Lg Purify 6 122 1 38 
Fourth Quarter Davis 43 26 605 1 422 3 58 Lucky "1 81 0 20 
BSU Grant Pass from Davis 21-yards Total 43 26 605 1 422 3 58 Peterson 3 43 0 20 
(Hogue Kick Failed) 12:50 37 28 Nunn 3 25 0 12 
Drive: 5 plays 96 yds 1:29 RECEIVING Swift 1 18 1 18 
No Yds TD lg Castille 1 15 0 15 
NU Ruud TD INT 34-yards Love 10 214 1 58 Helu 1 5 0 5 
(Henery Kick) 09:21 37 35 D. Hill 5 93 1 26 Total 29 438 3 73 
Everett 3 39 0 24 
BSU Hogue 22-yard Field Goal 07:05 40 35 Lewis 3 25 0 10 PUNT RETURNS 
Drive: 7 plays 65 yds 2:10 Grant 1 21 1 21 No Yds TD Lg 
Edmonds 2 16 0 9 Grixby 1 16 0 16 
NU Purify Pass from Keller 11-yards Davis 1 9 0 9 Jones 1 1 0 1 
(Keller Pass Fail) 03:13 40 41 Dunford i 5 0 5 Total 2 #17 o #616 
Drive: 9 plays 82 yds 3:45 Total 26 422 3 58 
PUNT RETURNS KICKOFF RETURNS 
B.J. Hill 1 “a 0 12 Grixby * 48 o 26 
BSU NU Total 1 12 o 12 Jones 3 63 0 23 
Total First Downs 27 25 Total 7 141 0 26 
Rushing 7 7 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Passing 19 7 No Yds TD Lg PUNTING 
Penalty 1 1 Love 3 64 0 27 No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 
Rushing Attempts 36 36 Total 3 64 oO 27 Titchener 4 428 45 0 1 2 0 0 
Yards Gained Rushing 200 137 Total 442.8 45 0O 1 2 oO 0 
Yards Lost Rushing 12 23 PUNTING 
Net Yards Rushing 188 114 No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+ In20 DEFENSE 
Net Yards Passing 422 438 Miller 3 450 50 0 0 0 1 i Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 
Passes Attempted 43 37 Total 3 450 50 0 0 Oo 1 1 Octavien Bh Oe OO te “OF 36 
Passes Completed 26 29 Dillard 4 2 6 0-0 0-0 O 0 0 
Had Intercepted 1 1 DEFENSE LEADERS Ruud 4 2 6 00 00 0 0 0 
Percent Completion 60.5% 78.4% cs a Pigs ee " Suh 4 2¢ te 33 oo Oo iO 4 
Yards per Attempt 9.8 11.8 Haines 7 2 9 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 Murillo 4 1 5 0-0 6000 «(00 0 0 
Yards per Completion 16.2 15,1 Buice 5 2 7 0-0 00 0 00 Turner 2 3 5 00 600 0 0 0 
Total Offensive Plays 79 73 Burk 3 3 6 00 00 0 1 0 McKeon 3 1 4 11 00 0 oO 0 
Total Net Yards 610 552 Dorulla 4 2 6 00 00 0 0 0 Potter 3 1 4 25 i 0 1 0 
Avg. Gain Per Play 77 7.6 Booker 2 3 5 259 16 0 0 0 Asante 2 1 3 00 00 0 O 0 
Fumbles: No-Lost 2-1 2-2 Crawford 4 1% 5 156766 0 1 06 Thenarse 2 1 3 00 08 0 O 0 
Penalties: No-Yards 4-34 5-50 Knipp 1 4 5 0-0 00 O 0 0 Brandenburgh 2 0 2 00 O00 O 0 0 
Punts: No-Yards 3-135 4-171 Lewis 5 0 5 00 00 1 0 1 Jones 2 0 2 00 O00: 1 0 0 
Avg. Per Punt 45.0 42.8 Meeks 3 1 4 15-4 05-2 0 00 Peterson 1 1 2 00 00 O 0 0 
Avg. Net Punt 39.3 39.8 Wilson 1 1 2 0-0 00 O 0 0 
Punt Returns: No-Yards 1-12 2-17 INTERCEPTION RETURNS Amukamara 0 1 1 0-0 0-0 O 0 0 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards 3-64 7-141 No Yds TD lg Barfield 1 o 1 00 060 0 0 0 
Interception Returns: No-Yards 1-0 1-34 B.J.Hill 1 0 0 ft) Cammack 1 0 1 0-0 #00 O 0 0 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 0-0 0-0 Total 1 0 oO 0 Dixon 1 0 1 0-0 0-0 0 o 0 
Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 Grixby 1 0 1 0-0 0-0 1 0 0 
Possession Time 27:08 32:52 O'Leary i) 1 1 0-0 00 0 0 0 
Third-Down Conversions 9-15 8-13 NEBRASKA 
Percentage 60.0% 61.5% RUSHING INTERCEPTION RETURNS 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0-0 1-1 No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg No Yds TD Lg 
Percentage 0.0% 100.0% Lucky 21 107 6 102 469 1 28 Ruud 1 34 1 34 
Sacks By: No-Yards 3-14 1-4 Castille 5 16 0 16 «3.2 1 7 Total 1 34 1 34 
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G NoGain Lost Net Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Lucky, Marlon 4. 581443 220 424 52) 5 31; °105.2 
Castille, Quentin 4 26 116 0 116 45 3 18 29.0 
Glenn, Cody 2 16 57 8 AT east 2; 20° 324-5, 
Helu, Roy 2 10. “39 0 39°39 013 19.5 
Culbert, Major 3 Si) 35 ie sieve) At AeA ah ied 
Ganz, Joe 1 2° 15 0 15-75 0 9 15.0 
Nunn, Terrence 4 1 0 3 3-30 0 0 -08 
Keller, Sam 4 9 6 939: 33 37 0 1 -82 
PASSING 
G AttComp % Int Yds TD Lg YD/G 
Keller, Sam 4 152 100 658 5 1254 7 73 313.5 
Ganz, Joe 1 1 1 100.0 0 19 0 19° 19,0 
RECEIVING 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Purify, Maurice 3 15 223 14.9 1 38 74.3 
Nunn, Terrence 4 15 201 13.4 0 30 50.2 
Lucky, Marlon 4 24 189 79 t 20: 547.2 
Hill, Sean 4 6 164 27.3 2 73 41.0 
Swift, Nate 4 10 132 13.2 1 21: 133.0 
Peterson, Todd 4 S125. 13.9 ES VRE IY Br) 
Hardy, Frantz 4 5 48 9.6 0 24 12.0 
Glenn, Cody 2 4 46 11.5 0 19 23.0 
Erickson, Dan 4 3 40 13.3 0 19 10.0 
McNeill, Mike 2 1 25 25.0 0 25 12.5 
Teafatiller, Hunter 3 3 21 7.0 ou 7.0 
Castille, Quentin 4 1 15 15.0 0° 15 3.8 
Sand, Andy 4 1 15 15.0 0 15 3.8 
Young, Dreu 3 1 14 14.0 oO 14 4.7 
Paul, Niles 2 1 6 6.0 0 6 3.0 
Helu, Roy 2 1 5 5.0 0 5 2.5 
Brooks, Chris 1 1 4 4.0 0 4 4.0 
PUNT RETURNS 
G No Yds Avg TD tg Yd/G 
Jones, Andre 4 2 25 12.5 0 24 6.2 
Grixby, Cortney 4 6 24 4.0 Oo 16 6.0 
Nunn, Terrence 4 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Grixby, Cortney 4 15° 262 23.5 0 42 88.0 
Jones, Andre 4 7 149 21.3 0} TS1s 87.2 
PUNTING 
G No Avg lg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 
Titchener, Dan 4 #15 423 51 0 1 yf 1 4 
Henery, Alex 4 1 32.0 32 0 0 0 0 1 
FIELD GOALS 
G Att Made Lg Bikd 
Henery, Alex 4 3 3 37 0 
Kunalic, Adi 4 1 1 46 0 
DEFENSE LEADERS 
GTack Ast Tot TFLSack PD FF FR 
Octavien, Steve 4920 "6 26 <4-17- 204 2) 0 0 
Asante, Larry 4 ak es 0-0 00 1 1 0 
Potter, Zach CE 7 AW eae), ee Oe 3} 0 
Ruud, Bo ya 6) tie 53-8) “0-07 ate = 0 
Murillo, Armando 4 10 6 16 0:0 00 2 0 0 
Dillard, Phillip 4 10 4 14 0-0 O00 O 0 0 
McKeon, Corey 4 8 6 14 2-3 00 1 0 1 
Suh, Ndamukong 4 11 3 14 3-13 00 0 0 1 
Turner, Barry 4 4558" 127 <0:5 10-5 1 10 0 
Brandenburgh,L. 4 7 Cesk | 0-0 00 0 0 0 
Green, Tierre 4 Zino: 8 00 00 1 O 0 
Grixby, Cortney 4 7 1 8 1-1 0-0 1 0 0 
Thenarse, Rickey 4 6 2 8 00 00 0 1 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total First Downs 105 72 
Rushing 34 33 
Passing 59 36 
Penalty 12 3 
Total Net Yards 1907 1584 
Total Plays 305 259 
Yards Per Play 6.3 6.1 
Yards Per Game 476.8 396.0 
Rushing Attempts-Yards 152-634 142-779 


Yards Per Attempt 4.2 5.5 


Yards Per Game 158.5 194.8 
Pass Att.-Comp.-int. 153-101-5 117-64-3 
Passing Yards 1273 805 

Yards Per Completion 12.6 12.6 

Yards Per Game 318.2 201,2 
Punting: No.-Avg. 16-41.6 23-41.0 


Fumbles-Lost 4-3 8-2 


Penalties-Yards 22-178 31-264 
Sacks By-Yds. Lost 3-16 5-33 
Third-Down Conversions 25-56 23-54 

Conversion Pct. 44.6 42.6 


Fourth-Down Conversions 4-5 3-3 


Conversion Pet. 80.0 100.0 
Avg. Time Of Possession 31:40 28:60 
Scoring 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 
Nebraska 24 34 45 41 0 144 
Opponents 7 44 49 16 0 116 


lowa State 
Sept. 29 


Location: Ames, lowa 
Enrollment: 23,710 

2007 record: 1-3 

Coach: Gene Chizik, 1st 

year 

Series: Nebraska leads 83-16-2 


Time: 1:05 p.m. (No TV) 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


Quick Facts 


lowa State had an 11-point lead with 
5:25 remaining but allowed an 82-yard 
kickoff return and botched a punt for 
another touchdown as Toledo rallied 
for a 36-35 victory. The Cyclones, who 
fell to 1-3, were coming off an impres- 


Thursday, Sept. 2- 

Miami 34, Texas A&M 17 
Friday, Sept. 21 

Oklahoma 62, Tulsa 21 

Saturday, Sept. 22 
Nebraska 41, Ball State 40 
Toledo 36, lowa State 35 
Missouri 38, Illinois State 17 
Kansas 55, Florida International 3 
Colorado 42, Miami (Ohio) 0 
Oklahoma State 49, Texas Tech 45 
Baylor 34, Buffalo 21 
Texas 58, Rice 14 


sive 15-13 victory over lowa. 

ISU’s 35 points were its most since its 
37-10 win over Oklahoma State on Oct. 
22, 2005. 

ISU junior Wallace Franklin, a former 
Nebraska recruit, caught his first career 
touchdown pass in the loss to Toledo. 


Cyclone to Watch 


Senior quarterback Bret Meyer has 
started 40 straight games, the longest 
streak in the coun- 
try. He has moved 
up to fourth in Big 
12 career passing 
yards with 8,159. 
Meyer finished 24- 
of-33 for 251 yards 
and three touch- 
downs vs. Toledo. 
He has completed 
67 percent of his passes this season for 
811 yards and four touchdowns. 


At Missouri 
Oct. 6 


Location: Columbia, Mo. 

Enrollment: 27,088 

2007 record: 4-0 

Coach: Gary Pinkel, 7th 

year 

Series: Nebraska leads 63-34-3 
Time: TBA 

Faurot Field, Columbia, Mo. 
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THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


SEPTEMBER 29, 2007 
IT’S GOING TO BE ALONG DAY FOR THE ‘CLONES IF 
THE HUSKERS CAN COMBINE ALL THE RIGHT 
INGREDIENTS FOR WHAT SHOULD BE A BIG WIN! 


Sent. 


29 2 ‘\ 


Brian Hill Mike Babcock TerryDouglass Sean Callahan Mike'l Severe 


4 


Editor Cont. Editor GL Independent KFAB/Rivals.com 1620 The Zone-Omaha 
(Guest) 

lowa State Nebraska 36, Nebraska 31, Nebraska 38, Nebraska 37, Nebraska 31, 
@Nebraska lowa State 24  lowaState17 lowaState17 lowaState10  lowa State 12 
Kansas State Texas 27, Texas 17, Texas 30, Texas 31, Texas 20, 
@Texas Kansas St. 13 Kansas St. 9 Kansas St.23 Kansas St. 10 Kansas St. 17 
Oklahoma Oklahoma 34, Oklahoma 42, Oklahoma41, Oklahoma 45, Oklahoma 49, 
@Coloratio Colorado 17 Colorado 14 Colorado 13 Colorado 13 Colorado 7 
California Oregon 27, California 35, Oregon 31, California 38, California 38, 
@Oregon California 24 Oregon 27 California 28 Oregon 35 Oregon 35 
Last Week 3-1 4-0 3-1 4-0 2-2 
Season 12-4 14-2 13-3 14-2 11-5 
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CHAMPIONSHIP GAME DVD! 


The Complete 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
National Championship Game 
in Full Screen Digital Video 


y NEBRASKA 62 
7 ‘FLORIDA 24 


ORIGINAL NETWORK BROADCAST 


1996 NATIONAL 


Ae — (cs 
1998 Orange Bow! National Championship 
| i [é dad. fe e ln 


The Complete 1998 Orange Bowl ® 
National Championship Game 
in Full Screen Digital Video 
January 2, 1998 mmm 


ORIGINAL NETWORK BROADCAST 


1998 NATIONAL | 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


The complete full-screen digital video 
original network broadcast of 
Nebraska’s 62-24 rout of Florida in 
the 1996 Fiesta Bowl title game on 
Jan. 1, 1996. 


The complete full-screen digital video 
original network broadcast of 
Nebraska’s 42-17 win over Tennessee 
and QB Peyton Manning in the Orange 
Bowl in Coach Tom Osborne’s finale. 


Shop 24/7 at www.SHOPHuskerslllustrated.com 
Telephone 800.524.9527 


Coach says 
senior Stalls 
understands 

team dynamics 


By Bob Hamar 


he 2006 Nebraska vol- 
leyball team had three 
co-captains last season. 
This year, there is only 

: one. 

The players voted, and it wasn’t 
close. Senior middle blocker Tracy 
Stalls is the one and only captain for 
the Huskers this season. 

“T think it says a lot,” Nebraska 
coach John Cook said. “It was pretty 
unanimous that she was going to be 
the captain. Again, that’s not just 
from this summer. That’s from the 
whole last year and all spring. She 
gets it. 

“She’s an exceptional captain. I 
knew the day she got here that she 
was going to be captain at one 
point.” 

Cook calls Stalls a “servant 
leader.” By that he means that Stalls 
serves her teammates and will do 
anything they need her to do. 

Talk to Stalls for a few minutes 
and her maturity shines through. 
There is no doubt that she “gets it.” 

“There’s a lot of effort that goes 
into building a team,” Stalls said. 
“One of the most important aspects 
is just building relationships and 
making an effort to go hang out, just 
get to know them and ask them how 
their day is going. 

“Over time, that will build an 
understanding of each other that 
goes deeper than what's on the court. 
That transfers to great trust and great 


‘An Exceptic 


Senior middle blocker Tracy Stalls had seven kills as Nebraska opened Big 12 
Conference play by sweeping No. 7 Texas, 30-24, 30-17, 30-25, on Sept. 12. 


vulnerability even. Through that, it 
creates a really solid team that’s hard 
to penetrate from the outside.” 

Stalls’ understanding of how a 
team works, what makes a team suc- 
cessful and a captain’s role in all that 
is what makes her one of the best 
leaders Cook has ever seen. Hanging 
around her father Dave, who was an 
NFL player for eight years and played 
on three different Super Bowl teams, 
helped her build that understanding. 

“Tracy gets it,” Cook said. “What | 
mean by that is she understands com- 
petition. She understands team 


dynamics. She’s willing to put herself 
before the team. I think that comes 
from her dad being in several Super 
Bowls, so she’s been around competi- 
tion.” 

Stalls has been a leader on almost 
every team she’s been on. She played 
for coach Jim Miret on the Front 
Range Volleyball Club and was a co- 
captain on the 2002 18 open team that 
won the USA Junior Olympics title. 

Stalls says that’s when her leader- 
ship skills really began to develop. 
She credits Miret with teaching her 
about the mental part of the game and 


nal Captain’ 


how to compete. 

“I’ve been in leadership roles 
before,” Stalls said. “It does sort of 
come naturally, some of it. But in 
order to develop it on a certain team 
and to get teammates to really believe 
in you, it does take a lot of work. 
Developing it here at Nebraska has 
taken a lot of work to just invest in 
people.” 

Stalls, who spent nearly two years 
with the USA Volleyball 
Developmental Program before com- 
ing to Nebraska, has battled some 
knee problems throughout her career. 
In her first three years with the 


Huskers, Stalls averaged 2.17 kills 
and 1.54 blocks per game. 

This year she was averaging 2.57 
kills while hitting .508 with 1.11 
blocks per game through the first nine 
matches of the season. The school 
record for hitting percentage in a sea- 
son is .440 set by Virginia Stahr in 
1989. 

“I think attacking, she is doing a 
great job,” Cook said of Stalls. “We're 
getting her the ball more, so that’s all 
really positive. 

“She’s our leader, our captain, and 
she’s doing a great job with that. I 
think her blocking has gotten better 
and better every week.” 

But as good as she is on the court, 
it's her off-court contributions and 
leadership that might mean the most 
to the Huskers. 

It’s Stalls who comes up with the 
quotes to inspire the team. It’s Stalls 
who asks questions at practice. It’s 
Stalls who will take a freshman aside 
and say, “OK, what do you need?” 

Junior middle blocker Amanda 
Gates is certainly appreciative of all 
Stalls has done for her and for the 
team. 

“Tracy has taken the role of becom- 
ing a great captain for us,” Gates said. 
“She's very inspiring and motivating. 
She has goals for herself, and she 
pushes those on to us. She’s been a 
great leader for everybody. She leads 
by example and by words.” 

For Stalls, the most important 
things are those that people don’t see. 
When the cameras aren’t there and 
the coach isn’t watching is when a 
captain like Stalls does her most 
important work for a team trying to 
repeat as NCAA champions. 

Whatever happens this season, 
Stalls will take some great memories 
and lasting friendships away from her 
experience at Nebraska. 

“More important to me, is that this 
is just a phenomenal group of 
women,” Stalls said of her teammates. 
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“I’ve never been a part of a team that 
just cares so much. There’s real love 
among this group, and that’s the 
most special thing I’ve ever been a 
part of.” 


Bob Hamar covers the Nebraska volleyball 
team for the Grand Island (Neb.) 
Independent. He can be reached at 
bob.hamar@theindependent.com 


AVCA Showcase 
At Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 24 vs. Tennessee W 3-0 
Aug. 25 vs. UCLA W 3-1 
Holiday Inn Classic 
NU Coliseum/Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 31 vs. Creighton (NU) W 3-0 
Sept. 2 vs. Penn St. (Omaha) W 3-0 
Sept. 3 vs. Cal Poly (NU) W 3-0 


Ameritas Players Challenge 
NU Coliseum 

Sept.7 vs. Duke 
Sept.8 vs. New Mexico St. 


W 3-0 
W 3-0 


(Home matches at NU Coliseum, unless noted) 


Sept. 12 Texas W 3-0 
Sept. 15 @Texas Tech W 3-0 
Sept. 22 Texas A&M 7 p.m. 
Sept. 26 @Kansas 7 p.m. 
Sept. 29 Baylor 7 p.m. 
Oct.3 Kansas State 7 p.m. 
Oct.6 @Colorado 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 10 lowa State 7 p.m. 
Oct. 13 @Oklahoma TBA 

Oct. 17 @Missouri 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 20 Kansas TBA 

Oct. 21 Hawaii (Devaney) 5 p.m. 
Oct.24 @Texas 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 31 Missouri 7 p.m. 
Nov.3  @Kansas State 7 p.m. 
Nov.7 Colorado 7 p.m. 
Nov. 11. @lowa State 3 p.m. 
Nov. 14 @Texas A&M 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 17 Oklahoma 7 p.m. 
Nov. 21 @Baylor 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 24 Texas Tech 7 p.m. 


Nov. 29-Dec. 2 
NCAA First/Second Rounds 
At Campus Sites 


Dec. 7-8 
NCAA Regionals 
At Campus Sites 


Dec 13-15 
NCAA Final Four 
At Sacramento, Calif. 
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by Example <&.,. 


Jessie Bruch entered her senior season with 21 career goals. Last season, she finished with four goals and three assists. 


Nebraska senior midfielder 
has never been afraid 
to set high standards 


By KATELYN KERKHOVE 


ebraska assistant soccer coach Wally Crittenden has only known 
senior Jessie Bruch since January. But, in that short time, 
Crittenden said he has come to respect the athlete he considers 
committed and respected, as well as realistic. 

At 5-foot-11, Bruch is taller than most female soccer players, 
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a fact she enjoys. The reason? Not 
only does the height give her an 
advantage in heading air balls, but 
because of it, she looks even better in 
heels. 

Her height also made her stand out 
to Crittenden when he joined coach 
John Walker’s staff as the goal-keep- 
ing instructor last spring. 

“Physically, her size (stood out to 
me), but ultimately from watching her 
train and compete, she’s very coach- 
able; she’s very realistic about the 
standards of her play and the level 


yng HO3S 


she’s competing at,” Crittenden said. 
“She’s very open to criticism, and by 
her establishing that fact, she can com- 
ment on others as well.” 

Not afraid to set high standards for 
herself, Bruch, a midfielder, is still 
pushing to meet several goals she set 
coming out of high school in St. Louis, 
Mo. She wants to play on the full U.S. 
women’s national team and would 
like to join the seven-team profession- 
al women’s soccer league in the spring 
of 2009. 

While she admitted she would 
have liked to play in this year’s FIFA 
Women’s World Cup, Bruch has been 
slowed by knee injuries during her 
college career. 

Her first, an ACL tear in her right 
knee, came during a call-back training 
camp for the Under-19 U.S. National 
Team in the spring of 2004. During a 
match against the full U.S. National 
Team, Bruch started at right back and 
matched up against Abby Wambach, 
who scored the winning goal in the 
Olympic gold-medal match in 2004. 

Going for a ball against Wambach, 
Bruch’s right foot was planted, and 
Wambach turned into it. 

“At first I didn’t think I’d torn it. I 
just thought, ‘Ouch,’ ” Bruch said. “I 


didn’t think it was going to happen to 
me — you think you’re invincible. I 
think that my initial reaction was 
shock. You just know you are going to 
be out for six months, and I’d seen my 
sister have her (ACL) surgeries and 
stuff. You're in shock.” 

Sitting out 2004 was difficult for 
Bruch. She was coming off a solid 
freshman season, which included 
leading the Huskers with 19 points 
and being named to the Big 12 
Conference’s All-Newcomer Team. 

Bruch said before her injury, she 
was playing the best soccer of her life. 

While she said she’s a better soccer 
player now, it’s in a different way. 

“I've grown as a player,” said 
Bruch. “My skills are better, and I’m 
more mature than I was my freshman 
year. | would say I’m better in my 
decision-making and _ball-winning 
and leadership.” 

In her final year as a Cornhusker, 
Bruch has more than proven her skills 
in leading the team. She prefers to lead 
by example, and Crittenden said she 
isn’t afraid to admit her own mistakes. 

But Bruch didn’t come to Nebraska 
a good leader, in her opinion anyway. 
While she had served as a captain for 
her club team since she was 12-years 


The Fellowship of Christian Athletes is touching 
millions of lives - one heart at a time. Since 1954, 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been 
challenging coaches and athletes on the 
professional, college, high school, junior high 
and youth levels to use the powerful medium of 
athletes to impact the world for Jesus Christ. 


As the largest Christian sports 


ministry in America, FCA focuses 
on serving local communities by 
equipping, empowering and 
encouraging people to make 


a difference for Christ. 
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old, she admits she didn’t understand 
what it meant to lead until she was 
under the guidance of Nebraska coach 
John Walker. 

“(Walker has) taught me so much 
of how to be a leader,” Bruch said. “I 
can’t have a day off, if I’m injured or 
sick. You need to try to talk to every- 
one on a daily basis. You need to take 
care of things off the field with team- 
mates. I think as a captain when I was 
younger, it was ‘you’ re the best player, 
you're the captain.’ It was like little 
kid terms. Nothing else was expected 
of us except it (captain) was your 
title.” 

But Bruch was a quick learner, and 
Crittenden said she fits the mold per- 
fectly. 

So far this year, she has lived up to 
every one of his expectations, acting 
as an offensive threat and a much 
needed header for the Huskers. 

“Me personally, I would love noth- 
ing more to end her senior year with a 
Big 12 championship and then go into 
the playoffs,” Crittenden _ said. 
“Ultimately, the goal game is the first 
weekend of December — the Final 
Four. This is a very special team, and 
with her leading it, there’s no reason 
that can’t happen.” 


Visit nebraskafca.org 
or call 402-464-2343 
for more information. 


FELLOWSHIP OF 


CHRISTIAN! ATHLETES 
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Sophomore 
Anderson now 
speaks from 
experience 


By Mike Babcock 


ne year can make a big dif- 
ference. Ask Ryan 
Anderson. 
The Nebraska sopho- 
more is comfortable now. 
And he’ll be prepared when the 
Cornhuskers start full-team, regular- 
season practices in mid-October. That 
wasn’t the case a year ago. 

Even though he had a pretty good 
understanding of what coach Doc 
Sadler was going to demand when 
practice began, there was still an ele- 
ment of uncertainty. 

“I didn’t know what to expect,” he 
said recently, “not this time last year.” 

That’s an advantage he has over the 
new players. “You know what’s com- 
ing,” he said. 

What's coming is being pushed to 
the limit, and seemingly beyond. Sadler 
has shown he will accept nothing less 
than a full effort. And he’ll be the one 
who decides what constitutes a full 
effort. 

That can be difficult for newcomers, 
especially freshmen. Anderson speaks 
from experience. At times during pre- 
season practice, early on, he was con- 
vinced that Sadler didn’t like him. “But 
that was just my thought process,” 
Anderson said. “Really, he was just try- 
ing to make me better. 

“This year, the freshmen are proba- 
bly going to think that, too.” 

But he'll encourage them and help 
them get through. 

This year’s freshmen and junior col- 
lege transfers, of which there are eight, 
might have one advantage he didn’t 
* have. They were recruited by Sadler. 
Ryan Anderson finished second on the team in scoring (10.1) and rebounding (4.6) as When Anderson signed a letter of 
a true freshman. intent, Barry Collier was still the coach. 
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to Expect ~~" 
| _ makes anyone 


- aHusker Hero 


So Sadler might not like him, or even 
want him. 

“All those thoughts came into 
play,” said Anderson. 

But he had already come to 
Nebraska from Seattle to prepare for 
his freshman season, whoever was the 
coach. “I liked it here, period,” 
Anderson said. “So I said, ‘I’m not 
going to leave. This is where I want to 
be. I’m going to fight it out.’ That was 
my approach. And things fell into 
place.” 

They fell into place not only 
because of his determination to stay 
but also because of Sadler. 

“He’s a very up-front person, down 
to earth, honest, saying he wouldn’t 
hide anything from us,” said 
Anderson. “He said he cared about us, 
that he had the same goals and aspira- 
tions as we did as players. Sometimes, 
whether or not we liked to hear things, 
he was always honest with us. 

“That’s how you know people care 
about you.” 

And Sadler cares. Anderson sees 
that. 

“Off the court, he’s like a father,” 
Anderson said. “On the court, he’s like 
a father, too. He still loves you. He 
wants the best for you, though. It’s like 
a father-son relationship.” 

Among last year’s freshmen, 
Anderson probably bought into 
Sadler’s system the quickest. And his 
numbers reflect that. He started 25 
games, more than anyone except Aleks 
Maric and Charles Richardson. And he 
played more minutes than anyone 
except them and Marcus Perry. 

Richardson and Perry were the 
team’s only seniors. 

Anderson was second on the team 
to Maric in both scoring (10.1 points 
per game) and rebounding (4.6) and 
made more 3-point shots (48) than any 
freshman in Cornhusker history 
except Joe McCray, who hit 80-of-226 
in 2005. He also ranked ninth among 
freshmen in points and eighth in 
steals. 

Even more important, probably, 
were his hard work and hustle, quali- 
ties that define defense as Sadler 
expects it to be played. The newcom- 


ers will learn that quickly, if they 
haven’t already. “Seeing how hard the 
new guys are working, it’s a com- 
pletely different year,” said Anderson. 

Yes, he was homesick at times that 
first year. Every freshman deals with 
that. But he could always call home, 
plus his teammates were there to help 
him through the tough times. 

Nebraska was what he thought it 
would be when he picked it. “I had 
other choices,” he said. “But once I 
came here, I couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity. It caught me off-guard, 
really.” 

Not that he knew much about 
Nebraska before he visited, with Jason 
Dourisseau as his host. Like many 
people from out of state, he was famil- 
iar with Cornhusker football and that 
was it. 

He had watched the Cornhuskers 
on television, and they were his team 
of choice when he played the NCAA 
College Football video game — the 
Nebraska with Eric Crouch at quarter- 
back. 

“Keep running the option,” he 
said, and he would be successful. 

“That's all I played with was 
Nebraska,” he said. 

So when he got to Nebraska and 
saw Memorial Stadium, “it was a 
trip.” 

You can find him there on home- 
game Saturdays, in the student sec- 
tion with basketball teammates, wear- 
ing Husker gear and cheering. He has 
to root for the team. “It kind of has 
grown on me, the football games,” he 
said. “Going to the games, you feel a 
part of it. It’s like a movement.” 

He’s also compelled to cheer 
because his roommates are sopho- 
more football players Rickey 
Thenarse and Major Culbert. 

Anderson has even enjoyed the 
snow of Nebraska winters. “We don’t 
see too much snow up that way (in 
Seattle),” he said. “And if we do get 
snow, it will rain and slush it all out.” 

He has experienced a lot in the past 
year, nearly all of it good. 

“Nebraska’s a great place,” he said. 
“T couldn’t see myself anywhere 
else.” Mi 


Announcers call out 
your fan's FULL 
NAME 16 times as 
the hero for the 
Huskers. Includes all 
the sound effects 
(Tunnel Walk, fight 
song, etc.). 10 
thrilling minutes. 
Goose bumps are 
guaranteed! 


Choose from 5 
Husker sports. Plus 
45 NCAA teams, 
NEL, MLB and 
NASCAR now 
available. 


$24.95 and 


FREE SHIPPING: 


1.800.524.9527 


GameDay 


THANKS FOR NOTHING, LEE 

ESPN’s GameDay came to Lincoln for the 
USC game and attracted about 14,000 
(below) to Memorial Stadium for its two- 
hour show beginning at 9 a.m. At the end 
of the show, Lee Corso said if he were to 
live anywhere except where he does in 
Orlando, Fla., it would be in Nebraska 
because of the people. He picked up a corn- 
cob as if to predict a Nebraska victory, then 
spiked the corncob and donned Trojan 
gear. So much for that prediction. The 
crowd, most of it Cornhusker fans, was not 
amused. Pictured at right: the GameDay 
crew of Chris Fowler (from left), Corso and 
Kirk Herbstreit at Memorial Stadium. 
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NOTEBOOK 


Anthony Blue wasn’t among those inducted into the 
Nebraska Football Hall of Fame prior to the Ball State 
game. Blue is just a freshman, a cornerback from Cedar 
Hill, Texas. 

So “don’t put him in the Hall of Fame yet,” cornerbacks 
coach Phil Elmassian said following practice one day dur- 
ing training camp. “We have a tendency to put people in 
the Hall of Fame, and they haven’t stepped on the field yet. 
But he’s a pretty good player, a real good player.” 

Good enough that had he been at Nebraska last season, 
he might have been starting. And good enough that he’s 
not redshirting this season. So some day he could be, . . 

Well, let’s take Elmassian’s advice and wait on the Hall 
of Fame. 

Apparently, however, Blue is talented enough to be in 
the conversation with other Cornhusker defensive backs 
who played as true freshmen, among them Ralph Brown, 
Mike Brown, Keyuo Craver, Erwin Swiney, Octavious 
McFarlin and, 
of course, cur- 
rent teammate 
Cortney Grixby. 

He is as 
physically and 
technically 
advanced at 
any freshman 
Elmassian has 
coached. 

“Absolutely, 
in my career, 


whatever that 
means,” — said 
Elmassian. 


Given _ the 
lack of depth 
because of 
injuries last season, Blue would have been “the third cor- 
ner, and he’d have been playing. We were down to two,” 
Elmassian said. 

And with another injury, he would have started. 

Elmassian saw on film that Blue was, “a ‘sudden’ kid, a 
physical kid, (but) a kid you weren’t sure what you were 
getting. When he came here to visit, he was really slender 
and slight.” 

As a result, the coaches had some concerns. Their con- 
cerns were alleviated when Elmassian made a home visit, 
however. Blue had gained weight and gotten stronger. 

“1 said, ‘Who are you?’ ” said Elmassian. 

Blue further impressed the coaches when he arrived in 
the summer to prepare for training camp. He spent count- 
less hours studying tapes on his own, according to 
Elmassian. 

“That's all the kids talked about,” he said. “I only had 
one other kid prepare like that.” 

He referred to former Virginia Tech defensive back 
Torrian Gray, who now coaches the Hokies’ secondary. “We 


saw early playing time. 


Anthony Blue (from left), Adi Kunalic and Quentin Castille were among the true freshmen who 


Early Playing Time 


used to have to throw him out during the summer,” 
Elmassian said. 

“He was the only kid I’ve ever seen, experienced, prepare 
like that. He’s a very cerebral young man. Obviously, if you 
have a chance to talk to him, he’s not looking at you; he’s 
looking through you. He’s an excellent listener. He’s like a 
sponge, just sucks it all in.” 

During training camp, Blue prepared as if he were going 
to play, though if the coaches had decided he should red- 
shirt then he would have been “cool with it,” he said. 

“It they say I’m going to play, then I’m going to try to be 
the best at that role.” 

He is among seven true freshmen who played in the 
opener against Nevada, and he has continued to play on 
special teams, as has Adi Kunalic, who handles kickoffs and 
long field goals. 

Kunalic also played high school football in Texas, in Fort 
Worth. Cedar Hill is in suburban Dallas, so after signing let- 
ters of intent, 
“we tried to 
hang out,” said 
Blue. “But I did- 
n't have a car.” 

The other 
freshmen who 
played in at 
least one of the 
first three 
games —- were 
wide receiver 
Niles Paul, run- 
ning backs 
Quentin Castille 
and Roy Helu 
and _ linebackers 
Blake Lawrence 
and Thomas 
Grove, one of a handful of walk-ons included on the train- 
ing camp roster of 105. 

Lawrence, who played quarterback on offense in high 
school, and Grove have played on special teams and are 
being prepared for the future. Four seniors anchor the line- 
backing corps. 

“We have to develop those kids. They’re guys that will 
have to be playing next year, along with the class coming in. 
The quicker we can develop them, the better off we'll be,” 
defensive coordinator Kevin Cosgrove said. 

Nebraska has oral commitments from at least four line- 
backers in the 2008 recruiting class. 

Lawrence's goal was to play right away, even if limited to 
special teams. “It’s an honor to be a true freshman playing 
on the Nebraska Cornhuskers; that’s for sure,” he said. 

“I'm kind of living the freshman dream right now. There 
are things that could have come with redshirting, but I’d 
rather have it no other way than this. I think everyone has 
the dream of calling back home and telling Mom and Dad 
that they’re playing as a freshman.” 
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Also by playing as a true 
freshman, he and his older 
brother Tyler are now on the 
same timetable. —‘ Tyler 
Lawrence is a_redshirted 
freshman quarterback at 
Kansas. 

“There were a lot of people 
who thought I was a guaran- 
teed redshirt,” said 
Lawrence. “I understand 
from their perspective. But 
once I got up here, I made it a 
point to work as hard as I 
could to get on the field and 
be in a position next year to 
make an impact on_ the 
defense.” 

Blue can say the same 
thing. He’d be playing now if 
there weren’t depth at corner. 


BAD HANDS 

Blue became a defensive 
back his freshman year in high 
school. The reason? “| couldn't 
catch,” he said. “So my dad and 
my coach were like, ‘You're 
going to go to defensive back.’ 

“| just took it from there and 
worked hard at it.” 

He didn’t complain. “| didn’t 
have the best hands,” he said. 

Playing defensive back 
meant following in his dad’s 
footsteps. Anthony Blue Sr. was 
a defensive back at UNLV as well 
as for the short-lived Las Vegas 
team in the Canadian Football 
League. 


SIMILAR IN SOME WAYS 

During his weekly news con- 
ference prior to the USC game 
coach Bill Callahan was asked if 
the Trojans’ program was a 
model for Nebraska. “| think that 
we're similar,” he said. “| don’t 
think we model each other, but 
we're pretty similar. | think we 
have a similar philosophy in 
terms of personnel. 

“We like big, fast receivers 
and big linemen. We both like 
speed and quickness; that’s the 
No. 1 thing. You see that all over 
the field. We keep trying to build 
on that profile. A lot of it has to 
do with being in professional 
football and having a pro back- 
ground. Several of their coaches 
have pro backgrounds, just like 
we do, so there are a lot of simi- 
larities in both staffs in that 
respect.” 

Like Callahan, USC's Pete 
Carroll coached in the NFL. 

And neither has been hesi- 
tant to play true freshmen. 
Carroll played 72 of them in his 
first six seasons, while three 
games into his fourth season at 
Nebraska, Callahan had played 
32. 


Quick Hits 


HALL OF FAME CEREMONY 

Seven former Cornhuskers were among those in this year’s Nebraska Football Hall of 
Fame induction class: Eric Anderson, Donta Jones, Tyrone Legette, Jason Peter, Kevin 
Ramaekers, Erik Wiegert and Adolph Wenke. The class, which included three state college 
players, was to be honored before the Ball State game. In addition, Joe Silverman and 
George Darlington were Special Merit Award winners. 

Anderson (1994-95-96-97) was an offensive tackle on three national championship teams. 
The Cornhuskers were a combined 49-2 during his career, and he earned first-team all-con- 
ference recognition twice. He also was an academic All-Big 12 honoree and played two sea- 
sons in NFL Europe. 

Jones (1991-92-93-94) played outside linebacker, starting for coach Tom Osborne's first 
national championship team in 1994, when he earned first-team All-Big Eight recognition. 
He spent six years in the NFL, four of them with the Pittsburgh Steelers — including the 
Super Bowl XXX team. 

Legette (1989-90-91), a cornerback who played without redshirting, was a first-team All- 
Big Eight selection as a senior. He was a third-round draft pick of the New Orleans Saints and 
played seven seasons in the NFL, with Tampa Bay and San Francisco as well as the Saints. 

Peter (1994-95-96-97), a defensive tackle, also played on the three Osborne-coached 
national championship teams, like Anderson. He was a leader of the Blackshirts and a co- 
captain as a senior, joining Grant Wistrom as one of the best defensive line tandems in 
school history. Peter was a first-round draft pick of the Carolina Panthers and played four 
seasons in the NFL. His older brother Christian, also a defensive tackle, was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame a year ago. 

Ramaekers (1991-92-93), a first-team All-Big Eight defensive tackle as a senior, con- 
tributed to three consecutive conference championships and three Orange Bow! appear- 
ances, the last of which, against Florida State, came within a field goal of providing Osborne 
with his first national title. 

Wiegert (1989-90-91), an offensive lineman, was a co-captain as a senior and helped open 
the way for two national rushing titles. His younger brother Zach also was a co-captain. Only 
four other sets of brothers have been Cornhusker captains: Christian and Jason Peter, Grant 
and Tracey Wistrom, Chad and Chris Kelsay and Barrett and Bo Ruud. Zach Wiegert is in the 
Hall of Fame as well. 

Wenke (1920-21-22) was an All-Missouri Valley Conference tackle as a senior. His final 
game also was the final game played at Nebraska Field, a 14-6 victory against Notre Dame. 
After serving in World War |, he became a district judge in Nebraska (1938-43) and then 
served as a justice on the Nebraska Supreme Court (1943-54). He was the Hall of Fame’s 
Pioneer Division selection. 


ALL-TOURNEY SELECTIONS 

Husker soccer players Aysha Jamani, a junior forward, and Brittany Goosen, a freshman 
defender, earned all-tournament honors at the USC Tournament in Los Angeles in mid- 
September. The Huskers, however, lost twice, 2-0 against No. 13 Tennessee and 2-1 against 
Georgia. 

Jamani had four shots in the two matches, one of them on goal, while Goosen scored her 
first goal at Nebraska in the 65th minute against Georgia. The goal came on a free kick. 


REPEAT CHAMPS 

The Nebraska men’s and women’s cross country teams were repeat winners in the 
University Division of the 18th annual Woody Greeno/Nebraska Invitational in Lincoln. 

The women’s team also won the overall title, while the men’s team finished second to 
Colorado School of Mines in the overall competition. 

Husker women’s finishers: 2. Lara Crofford (21:29.30), 3. Ari Goldstein (21:30.10), 6. 
Joslyn Dalton (21:49.90), 7. Channing Anseth (22:01.05), 9. Rachel Carrizales (22:20.65), 10. 
Jen Pancoast (22:26.40), 24. Jen Webers (23:13.45). 

Husker men’s finishers: 4. Peter van der Westhuizen (25:05.20), 10. Kyle Custer 
(25:32.90), 14. Todd Gulizia (25:45.25), 28. Matt Conahan (26:16.75), 31. Vince Sickler 
(26:19.50), 32. Mikel Thomas (26:19.85), 34. Bryce Somer (26:16.15), 35. Ethan Luebbe 
(26:30.00), 40. Peter Falcon (26:33.45), 58. Brad Doering (26:59.05), 94. Eric Thies (27:42.20), 
126. James Laville (28:16.05). 

More than 600 runners competed in the event. 


GOLF SCHOLARSHIP 

Nebraska freshman Mike Coatman will receive the Virgil A. Parker Scholarship for 2007. 
The award is given to a junior golfer in Nebraska who displays honesty and integrity on and 
off the golf course, as well as being a successful golfer. Coatman shot 230, third-best among 
the Cornhuskers, at the first tournament of the season, the St. Mary’s Invitational, in mid- 
September. 


OFF TO AZERBAIJAN 

Cornhusker wrestling coach Mark Manning was slated to serve as an assistant coach for 
the United States team at the 2007 World Championships in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Sept. 17- 
23.8 
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IDEAS? 

DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 
IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE’LL GIVE 
YOU CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN 
AUTOGRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT 
OF YOUR HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CAR- 
TOONS, 3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 
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YOU CAN REMEMBER THE DAYS WHEN KICKOFF WAS [a 
AT 1 P.M. EVERY WEEK. gogo 
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10 Years Aco... 


Huskers Illustrated looks back 
at some of the top stories of 1997 


Oct. 11, 1997: 
Volume 17, No. 11 


RISK MANAGEMENT 
With early (volleyball) losses causing a 
degree of concern, Nebraska may be 
ready to roll the dice and take a few 
chances. 


CAJUN COOKING 
Louisiana native Frankie London heat- 
ed up the talk lines early this fall with his 
solid play at quarterback. 


GREEN LIGHTS UP KSU 
FOR FOUR TDS IN 56-26 WIN 

Let’s put Nebraska's 56-26 victory in perspective. 

Kansas State might be the second-best team in the Big 
12. Seriously. 

Tom Osborne described the Wildcats as possibly the 
toughest opponent remaining on Nebraska’s schedule. And 
he reiterated that after the 30-point victory at Memorial 
Stadium. “As | said earlier in the week, Kansas State looked 
about as strong as anybody we had left to play,” he said. 

He qualified his assessment, of course, adding: “That 
may prove to be unfounded.” 

There were those in the crowd of 75,856 — maybe most 
of them — who would say it was without merit on a balmy 


BAYLOR PREVIEW EDITION 


October evening, caressed by a pleasant 
breeze out of the southwest. 

Kansas State came to Lincoln with vic- 
tories against Mid-American Conference 
opponents Northern Illinois (47-7), Ohio 
(23-20) and Bowling Green (58-0). The only 
victory among them that caused Osborne 
to question the Wildcats’ strength was the 
one against Ohio at home. 

Kansas State had to hold on after lead- 
ing 23-0 at halftime, and the Wildcats were 
out-gained by a significant margin. “That 
was the one game | kind of wondered 
about,” said Osborne. 

Still, Kansas State was impressive 
against overmatched Bowling Green, and 
there was no reason to think the Wildcats 
wouldn't be prepared for Nebraska, which 
they last defeated in 1968. The ‘Cats were 
ranked No. 16 or No. 17 nationally, depending on the poll. 
And they were pointing at Nebraska. 

That emotion carried them for a few minutes of the first 
quarter, but only a few. Then the game reverted to an all- 
too-familiar pattern as far as Kansas State was concerned. 

“They still don’t know if they can beat us, in the back of 
their minds,” Cornhusker defensive tackle Jason Peter said, 
paraphrasing the sentiments of former Nebraska rush end 
Jared Tomich following a 39-3 victory at Manhattan last sea- 
son. “We're still Nebraska, and they’re still Kansas State.” 

Or, to quote baseball Hall of Famer Yogi Berra, it was deja 
vu all over again. 

Nebraska established the game’s parameters by taking 
the opening kickoff and driving 80 yards in 10 plays for a 
touchdown. All of the plays were runs, including four by I- 
back Ahman Green... @ 
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Are you a college sports 
fanatic that has to know 
everything about your team? 
Then the magazines listed on 
the right are just for you! 
In-depth football coverage, 
player features, opponent previews, 
exclusive recruiting updates plus loads of inside 
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complete access to America’s top athletic 
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Not As Simple 
As it Looks 


‘You've just got to be bold and do your 1/11th, 
or the play’s not going to work’ 


THE INTERVIEW AREA had cleared out. 
Most of the players were gone. 

Reporters surrounded defensive coordina- 
tor Kevin Cosgrove, who dutifully answered 
a barrage of questions. A few feet away, fresh- 
man I-back Roy Helu Jr. discussed his role on 
what proved to be the winning touchdown in 
Nebraska’s 41-40 victory against Ball State. 

“TI never thought when I was younger I'd 
be interviewed on a blitz pick-up,” Helu said. 

He smiled. The topic did seem a bit curious. 

Anyway, Nebraska lined up second-and-5 at the Ball State 
11-yard line, trailing 40-35 with less than 4 minutes remain- 
ing. On first down, Helu had gained 5 yards on a Sam Keller 
pass. 

He lined up behind Keller again and when the 
ball was snapped, he stepped up in pass protec- 
tion, anticipating a blitz. If no blitz had come, he 
would have become a check-down receiver, an 
outlet if Keller were to find himself in trouble. As 
they broke the huddle, Keller had reminded him 
of that. 

“I’m always aware of who’s in there,” Keller 
said afterward. “And I’m always telling them 
what to do, no matter who’s in there. I’ve got 
things to say to everybody.” 

Some more than others, because of their expe- 
rience in most cases. 

On the play in question, Keller saw the blitz 
coming, a blitz “they really like,” he said. 

Helu saw it, too, a pair of linebackers coming 
inside. One was lost among the offensive line- 
men, but the other, Sam Woodsworth, had an open path to 
Keller. Only briefly, however. 

Helu met him in the hole on the left side of the line, and 
Woodsworth got no farther. Keller passed to Maurice Purify 
for the touchdown — and, thanks to a missed field goal, the 
winning points. 

When Helu got to the sideline, he was congratulated on a 
job well done. 

“I don’t think I should get any type of credit,” he said. 
“You've just got to be bold and do your 1/11th, or the play’s 
not going to work. I’m excited to step in and show the talents 
I have. 

“I'm just trying to progress as a back and be more well- 
rounded.” 

In the 41-40 scheme of things, Helu’s blitz pick-up was 
minor, and seemingly not worth several paragraphs of 
description. On further review, however, it illustrates one ele- 
ment of many that can make a play successful, or not. Put 
another way, nothing is as simple as it looks. 

So it is for a Nebraska team trying to find a defensive iden- 
tity and finding instead disapproval from its own fans. The 


Mike 
BABCOCK 
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Freshman Roy Helu had 
four carries for 13 yards 
against Ball State. 


defense was booed during the Ball State game, and more than 
once. 

Each person who came to the postgame interview area was 
asked about the booing. 

Coach Bill Callahan claimed not to have heard it. 

“You know, I really don’t focus on what's going on (in the 
stands),” he said. “I just try to focus on what the next series is 
and what we’ve got to do to get on the board.” 

Linebacker Bo Ruud said he hadn’t heard it either. 

“I guess I wasn’t focused on it if they did,” he said of the 
booing. “But I think it’s rightfully so. The fans here are well- 
informed . .. and they see we’re not playing up to our level, 
our standards. So it doesn’t insult us. It just . . . it’s something 
... it happens. It’s all right. We don’t worry about it. 

“We're just doing our thing out there, trying to improve.” 

Defensive end Barry Turner was among those 
who heard the boos. 

“It’s not good to get those, 
just keep pushing.” 

The fans were upset because “we weren't 
playing up to their expectations,” said tight end 
Sean Hill. “We weren’t playing up to our expec- 
tations. But we knew if we kept playing hard, 
we'd pull it out. And the defense responded. 
They came up huge when they needed to.” 

Keller said the players heard the boos but did- 
n't talk about them. 

“It was disappointing. Hearing that happen 
for the defense, it’s not good. But, you know, 
that’s the nature of the game. We had to respond 
to all kinds of adversity, and we did,” he said. 

Even though the defense had struggled in 
back-to-back games, allowing a combined 1,067 yards and 89 
points, there was no division on the team, Keller said. “We 
have guys that are very supportive. We are extremely sup- 
portive. This isn’t Huskers offense, defense and special teams. 
This is the University of Nebraska Cornhuskers. Everybody 
tries to do their job to the best of their ability. 

“And if somebody’s struggling, everybody else is support- 
ing them. So that’s where we stand. That’s where I stand. I 
love the guys. I’m there for all those guys.” 

Just as Helu had his back, figuratively speaking, in the 
blitz pick-up, so Keller has the backs of his teammates on both 
sides of the ball. Boo the defense and you're booing the 
team.” 

You'd think the home fans would have the players’ backs, 
too. That wasn’t always the case. 

But “we'll get through it, and everything’s going to be 
fine,” Keller said. Ml 


” 


he said. “But you 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for nearly 30 years, Mike can 
be reached at MBABCOCK1@neb.rr.com 

or PO. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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Daily Team Coverage 


Go behind the scenes with exclusive 
coverage on the Huskers throughout 
the season 


Depth Charts 


Match the Huskers’ offense and 
defense up against other college teams 


Recruiting Scoop 


Breaking news on Nebraska's 
recruiting targets 


Prospect Videos 


See all of tomorrow’s top Nebraska 
prospects in action on our top quality 
prospect videos 


Expert Analysis 
In-depth analysis by our seasoned 
experts in the field 


Expert Message Boards 
Interact with other Nebraska fans 
across the country and discuss the 
state of the Huskers 


© 2007 Rivals.com. All rights reserved  POWEREDBY PTVAIS.COM 1-266-2-RIVALS 


2». 

SSG SON ™U> GNI 
PS SoS sD 
WE SSSSS TEL 
AN ssc: SG 
Ss> POY SMa eg Ss n 
=< ~~ WD ey e—. 


4] 
vel 

fi 
Lo 
Le Of 
1 100A 
Al 
4 


le 
ft 
7. 
of 
(6 
NE} 
= 
y 


HEISMAN 
l 
4 
UR fi 
1 O}0) 


Z 
i 
Li 


(Et 
oO 


1972 
(h 


4 
Lb 


> as 
~ 
~ | 
bed spa 
ba Hy Gh) 
S oO 
oe 
. + 
S = 
ef 
= 
~— 
> 
Sy 
> 
~~ *a 
> Ss & @ 
2p FSD 
= > a 
2 © S vA 
2 3 5 > 
- TY ~ 
sy — = ~~ N 
= OS Set 
— e Tt S Y : 
2 2 S$ 8 Ot => 
x “ Ss ~s 
> §s 2@aus zy 5 
S > 2Frvag <4 
SQ Ss 8 Sn = 
S S ~y ~ x cy eat: 
> ; s 3 Ls x a 
~ ~ 
y ' ~ SS > 4 NS _ 
S “ < ay Ni _ 
\ ~ = = i 
= gsr sa > 
J HOON ~ > a> 
aA SB 2p VN NS ~> 
3 e SS aS 4 
8 SRReT BS 
D> ~~ ~ ~ 
~—> * Q © > ~ > 
S : 2 2 Y= Pe = ~~ 
a — ~~ > «- J 
q > SS > > 2 : 
= Se SRD ~ 
> + 3s NN S ~< 
2S. —~ © a » a we 
= BSPrYPsESs ~ 
> “¥ ~ ~ 
~ SSs rte > 
a ~~ > > ~ > ~*~ 


